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DATE 

1975. 
•b . 25 


TKOCEKDINCS 


| ?b . 28 t o Govt' s mo t i on a ski ng J os cph Ru se a_g1 i a be. r ema.iided_io_tlie_ custody of . 

_ j u.s. Mar shal f etc . __ __ 

1 * nr. _ 4 _ [Witness is pre se nt in Co urt with counsel , Philip Abranowi i 7, repl acing 

_I_c ounse l Stanley Co llesan o. Cou rt dir ect s witness to ret ur n to 

_[_the G rand Jury and Government is to ask question s t hat are mo re 

• _specific than the previous questions. James Gresens f Esq. r anpea ; 

l r. 4 for the Goernment. _ _ 

ir« 4 Witness re-appears in Court with Counsel , Philip Ab ramnwit/ and the _ 

__ I_ Govt, advise d the Court that witness re fused to answ er certain_ 

r ~T ___ questi ons put to him in the grand jury . Court ..directs, that .a_ 

._| t ranscript of the grand jury proceed ings be made and_.ad journs_ 

__ matter un t il Friday, Mar ch 7, at 9:30 a.m. - J a mes Gresens,Esq. f 

| appears for the Government. 

IrC 7 “"Un moticm of the Gove'rhmFnf,‘~witness — Joseph — Buscaglia~is confined to the 

c u s t o d y" o i' thc r ~irjS7 Marshal until “lie is willing to testify before 
; fh"e _ ~Grand “ Jury , or for IE~nonths or for the If fe of the Grand 

1,7 | Filed Cv. of tr ap.script of tes timony-..o f Joseph..^. R ng.caglia taken—in- 

■__p roceedin g s h eld before, the U.S. Gr an d Jury, nn 3^4/7 5_ 

|r. 7 Filed Affidavit of Jame s W. Gresens, Esa. r Sp. Atty. , Department of _ 

Justice t Organized Crime Strike Force, . in. Ruf fnlo, that t he 
had not conducted any form of elect ron ic su rve illa nce at the re- 

i sidence of Jos eph Buscaglia , etc. _ _ 

lr. 7 Filed Affidavit of Joseph Buscagl ia, in regard to the Gettysburg Social 

Club, Inc, a Non-For Profit Corporation of the State of N.Y.. _ 

I and its activities _ _ 

|r. 7 Filed Order that the Grand Jury Witness Joseph Buscaglia, be and is_ 

hereby remanded to the custody of the U.S. Marshal fo r the _ 

| Western Fist, of N.Y. who shall confine him in s ome suita ble _ 

place until such time as t he, saTH Witness shall_in dicate a_ 

willingness to testify and provide information in a cco rdance 
T~ with the previous Order oT this Court or until such time as the 

I {— Grand Jury shall be ‘discharged or in any e vent no longer tha n a 

l~ ■ period~of Tight eonrflS f.lontTTs, which~e ver shaH occur first 

-im—accordance* with the provi sioils - o t SectT"1826 of Tille~~2B” ’ 

I-u . S-.-C-.—CURTIN, J.---_____ 


in—in- 
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Sar. 


7 Fi led Affidavit by Atty. Philip B. Abramowjtz, submitted_ta_suppi.emca.t 

his affidavit submitted to the Court on 3/4/75 _ 

ICT'I Filed Notice ~of AppealTTor Jb seph Buscaglia _ _ _ _ 

11 I Cv. of Notice of Appea 1 , nail e d to U . S. Att y.. Deft., and to the CCA 
with statement of docket entries, forms A,B, and CJA-23 

I .far". 11 i Filed' Cy. 5 of CJA-20 - Order appointing Philip AbramowTtz, as coun sel 

for the Witness, replacing Sta nle y J. Collesano; Copy, to the 
|— JAdm. office Origina1-returned to counsel for submission of voucher 

War. 13 jFiled Court Stenographer's transcript of proceedings held before .Tudge_ 

Curtin Buffa lo,N.V., commencing on 2/20/1975 _ 

13 ; Filed Cy . 5 of CjA- 21 - Au l hur i/a t ij3n_fortranscri pt; Cy . to t he A dm. 

Office. _ _ __ _ 

14 Filed Cy. 2 of CJA-21 - Voucher for transerpt in the amt, of $8 2.50;_ j 

Orig. to the Adm. office for payment. _ _ _ 

^ 7 Filed Cy. of Court's stenographer's transcript of the Proceedings of_ 

In Camera Conference held in Chambers, Part I U, _S_._Courthouse— 

~TZ_ before._Jndge Curtin^, on March. 4 , 1975-——- 

14 j Filed Cy. of Application and Order that.the record of the_ proceedings— 

1 in camera be unsealed as of this date—CURTIN , J . “ 
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proceedings 


jApp 1 fcation of {"he GoverrTment for immunity of the above witness from 

prosecution and for an order requiring him to answer_que sti ons _ 

before the Grand Juryj Adj. 2/25/75, at 10:00 a.m.j 


S. 


- I 




5ar . 4 




''If'' 


Grand Jury Witness Lawrence Panaro present with counsel, Nathan Seeburg 
Court signs order of immunity and directs witness to_apjae_ar_ bef ojre 

Grand Jury and give testimony. . TT 

I-jiled Order and Application for Order requiring testimony, before U 

Grand Jury--Curt i n , .1. 

lied Witness - Lawrence Panaro ’h written Argument in rogard-to 
Witness-—refusal te answer questions be fore Grand Jury 
Filed Notice of Motion, Order and Application for an Order pur. to 
Sodion 1826 of Title 28, U.S.C., remanding Lawrence Panaro to 
the custody of the U.S. Marshal, W.D.N.I., rot. 3/4/7o 

jsVitness present with counsel, Nathan Seeberg , Esq . , Court-direc ts _ 

witness to return to grand jury and Gover nment is to ask questions 
that are more specific than the pre vio us questions. James Gresins, 

Esq . appears for the Gove rnm ent . _ 

Witness present with counsel, Nathan Seeberg. Court is advised that 


witness refused to answer certain questions put to him before the^ 
grand iurv. Court directs that transcript of proceedings be maue 
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DATE 
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IMarch 5 


P ,M_ 


-,!a.T.p&-G r p^ens-,- 


a va_i lnble_for; ^witness.; adj.. _to_3/.LQ/7.5_a± 2i-00. 

Ksq. , appears for the Government. - -.- vv -~-~ 

'Filed Transcript of Testimony of L^va^nceJPa naro, ^aken in proceedin gs 

held before the U.S. Grand Jury on 3 /5/75 _____ 

Fi led’ Dr'.' A1 f red V . Che rry ' s report of medica 1 treatment of;_Lawrence_ 

Panaro, dated 2728/75 i~9T>>57T^-5n- 

Filed Medical Report of Dr. Franklyn N. Camp a gna, dated 2 / 28 / 75 , in- 

rerard 1 o Lawrence Par.aro -----— 

T Filed Medical'Report of Dr . Martin A. An^lo, for Xa wrence Pa naro,_oa 

•j—- 3/3719 75 _ 

[ Filed " Cy. ~ of X-ray Report from Sisters or Cnanty Hospital,Buiiaio, ~ 

4-u 7Y . for ' La wr ence Pan a r o 


iGo v e r nmen t moves 


for" the confinement of The Witness Tor contempt in_ 

r ailing to answer’ questions befo e t'ne'Grand Jury. Aq J~* 

-1 12' ax ~2' t 00 P .M g Witness r~Bque'STS That Court AssTgn Couuse. 

C ourt assigns Att yx yarttrair~ SeebeT g as counsel ror'the titnessl 
' Cler L ■* fn-Tirnn'-irp 11 t* ftej - uf aDT)oiii c m eii t . 


15 


Mar . 1 1 


Mar. 17 


to prepare order _ oj appo 
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Adm/ office, 


or ig| 


lar 


17 
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17 


j 1’i 1 ed Cv . 5 of C.L. —— — - - . - - - — , 

Counsel for Wit ness—Curtin, J_. ; Cy. to the 
ret. to counsel for submission ox v oucher. _ 

Witness present with counsel. The Government moves for the confinerae| 
5 J of the Witness for contempt of Court in failing to answer 

questions before the grand jury. Motion granted Witness is 

remanded to the custody of the 
"before the Grand Jury or for 18 months or fgg the UTe <ST 

' Filed OrdeJ°that n thc U aforesaid Grand Jury Witness, Lawrence^ a ™™^ s be| 
and is hereby remanded to the custody of-the 
Marsha 1 for the Western District of New lork who shall confi 
him in some suitable place until such timers tlbe_s»id f Witnc 
shall indicate a willingness to testify and provide informal 
in accordance with the previous Order of thxs^awrt or ^niGtrl 
w +•!--» as the Grand Jury shall be discharged tir m any 
Jvent no longer tSn a period of Eighteen <!8) months, -bvc*. 

Z Eu!™ I“S C noi“cond!cied 

at the residence of Lawrence Panaro, and had not overheard 

- Lawrence Panaro on any form of.el e c fr n n lrBurvetll . nre du rHl 

| _ period of 

| Fil ed c y *• untied. . S .of this date— 

hied cy. »f C S! i ;'-»i,» r P>« r ;> ers ‘S,uT t 

_in camera Conference- h.eld_in Chamoe . , j 
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|ar. 
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ofCJA-if-Authorization for transcript_ 


Filed Defendant's Notice of Appeal 
Cy. of Notice of Appeal mailed to Government , 
CCA with Statement of 


Defendant, -and -to-the- 

..wuu w. Docket Entries, Foras A,B,-and--— 

CJA-23,-. and Counsel’s motion and af fidavit tcv-be-revived | 

as counsel on appeal - 
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...FeEirzo 

I 

„Feb_25^ 

^Feb. 25 
■Feb. 28 


■Feb. 
j.lar. 4 

J[.1a r, 4 


_Application of the Government .lor. i mmunity of th e above witness from. 

... . prosecution, and for an order requiring him to answer questions 

_before the Grand Jury; Adj . until 2 / 25/75 , at 10:0 0 a .m._ 

Grand Jury Witness Gasper Bona appears before Court and is gr anted_ 

___immunity and ordered_to. appear__before the Grand Jury and giv e_ 

testimony _ _ _ ___ ___ 

Filed Order and Application for Order requiring testimony, before 
U.S. Grand Jury--CURTIN,J. 

F iled Govt’s notice of motion, with Order and Application for an-Order] 
pur. to Section 1826 of Title 28, u.s.c., remanding Gasper Bona* 
to the custody of the U.S. Marsha 1,W.D.N.Y., ret. 3/4/75 
Witness is present in cour t wit h counsel, Robert Murphy. Cou r t direct ; 

_ witness to return to grand jury and Government is to ask _ 

_questions that are more specific than the previous questions. 

James Gr esins, Esq., appears for the Govt. _ 

Witness reappears in Court with counsel, Robert Murphy, and Govt ._ 

advised court that witness refused to answer certain q uesti ons_ 

_put to him In the grand jury. Court directs that a transcript 

_ of grand jury proceedings be made and adjourns matter to 

Friday. March 7. 1975 at 9:30 A.M.- James Gresins, for Govt. 





























I’KOCT.KDINUS 


m 5 

Mar. 7 


Witness 

pu 

to 


is p resent in Court with counsel Robert Murphy, 
r. to Sect. 1826, Title 28, U.S.C., that defend 
the custody of the 'U. arsfraYT 


Govt, moves 


dant be c on finee 
is re- 


TTarTT 
“Mar. 7 


_ Granted^_Witness 

mang e a to the custody of the Ma rshaTT until ~he is wiTling~To 
testify before the’Grand Jury or for 1.8 months or the life of th 
Grand 


Jury 

jFiled Cy. of transcript of testimony of Gasper "Ji Bona taken in 

proc eedings held belore the U.S. Grand jury, on March 4, 1975 
filed Affidavit of James KT Jresens ,Sp.”'A tty ~ — Depa ftm’eht^oT^Jus tree - 
Organized Crime — Strike - Forced In - Eu ffalo - that the FBT - hacT - hbT 


M.TTT 7 


conducted any Term of c Ice trout c -- survel 11 anee~atr~the“resideivcen 
Gasper - Bon a, ~e t e - .- - -—- 


Filed Order tha t the Grand Jury Wit nes s Gasper Bona, be and is hereby 
remanded to the custody of t be United St. o’ tes~Marsha.L for the 
Western Distr ict of N.Y. who sha 11confine^nT^h“solrTe-suiTable 
place until such time as the said Witness shall nvdicfate - a 
will inguess to - testify and pfovideTnfor m atlon - Thi — arccbriialfce 
the' previous Order or this "Court - or - untiT~sUch -- Time 


Jury shall be discharged or -- irr 


wii 
The" Grant 


or until suen time as 
any - evorrt — no longer thaTr _ a -- perTo< 


of - Eighteen -(18 ) Months,—which evei^-sha Tir occur.fir s t in a ccordai 
■with - the previsions of-Sect 1826-of-Tiirle-2S,—bT^rfEr--eURTIN pd - . 


Mar. 10 
Mar. 11 


_Mar. 13 
Mar. 13 


i Filed Caspar Bona's Notice of Appeal__ 

Cy. Of Notice of Appeal mailed to Go vt,, Deft. 
Statement of Docket Entries f and forms 


_and The CCA w ith 


Mar. 13 


Filed Ct. Steno's transcript of the Proceedings held before Judge Cu 
_ Buffal o, New York, commencing on Feb. 20, 1975 

Filed Cys —1 5 of CJA-21 - Aiith nriza tinn and v nnplior fnv tra nscr ipt 

ill 1 he amt . of.__S82.5Qj Qr_ig. .to the Adm^ office for a y m n p t _ 


1 Defendant prosent in Court without his pnnn<;pl -signs -an_a_ff_i lAtiT_of 

p overty, pursua nt to hi s app lic ation for 

informs the witncss. JthaJt. he__wJ.li_recomm end tn the Court o f 


Mar. 17 
Mar. - 14 


Court 


-L. 1 .Appeals t i iat n °bert Murphy be appointe d as counsel. _ 

pil.ed Court's stanographer s transcript of the Proceedings oi 


Mar. 24 
Mar. 26 




___ gs of in earner 

Conference held in Chambers, Part 1, U.S. Courthouse before 
~TTudge - Curtin 7 on March - 4 ,““1975 

Filed Orig.—Application and Order that - the recortTof - the - proc^eedings - * 
In camera on March 47 - 1975 , be unsealed as of" this - date—CURTTN;'. 

Filed cy. of Scheduling Order from the CCA- that recordbe docketed on 
before March 26, 1975 

Filed Scheduling Order from the CCA- Record to be docketed 16 the Courtj 
of Appeals on or before Ma rch 2 6, 1975 ( showing appointment of | 
Robert Murphy as counsel for appellant) 


Mar^ _26 .[ Original pertinent papei f cler k’s ce rt ifica t e, 
I_docket entries sent 9 CCA _ 


in dex, and copy of 
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1IS 

Teb. 27 



PROCEEDINGS 

Frank Mambrino, a grand jury witness, present without counsel, request s! 

- the Court to assign an atty. Court will assign an atty. 

Witness is directed to appear at 9:30 am.m. on 3/6/75 
Filed Order and Application for Order Requiring testimony before the 
Grand Jury 

Government moves for immunity foi Witness. Motion granted. Witness is 

-- directed to appear before the Grand Jury and answer questions 

put to him. 

Filed cy 5 of CJA-20 Order appointing James Lalime as counsel for Z 

Witness 1rank Mambrino, CURTIN,J. _ _ 

jWitness was to appear in Court. Witness not present. AdJ^ jto_ 

«rZ 7/75 at 2:00 P - M * for report on condition^of Witnesfc_ 

Witness is to be present with his counsel, 
lied Notice of motion, Order and Application for an Order pursuant ta 
-Section 182G of Title 28, U. S.C.remanding Frank. Mambrino, la 

-Court US for y fafl?^ y* S ; w -D-N.Y. for contempt of- 

3 / 17 / 75 f ^ aillnB to testify before the Grand Jury ,_ret.Z_ 

jWitness present with counsel; the Government moves for the confinement 
1 _ of the Witnes for Contempt of Court in failing to answer —% 
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DATS 

1975 
Mar. 17 

Mar. 17 


Mar. 17 

Mar. 14 
Mar. 17 

Mar. 17 

Mar. 18 
.Mar. 24 

Mar. 24 
Mar. 28 


1 


PROC1SKDINC8 

questions before the grand, jury. Motion granted. Witness remanded 
to the custody of the U.S. Marshal until he testifies before t 

-Grand .Jury or for 18 months or for the life _of_the _Grarxl_Jurv. 

*- iled Order that the aforesaid Grand Jur y Wi tness Frank Mambrino. be 
____ and is hereby remanded to the custody of the United States Mar 

for the Wester n Di strict of New York who shal l con fine 'him in 
some suitable place until such time as the sa id Witnes s shall 

_i_indicate a willingness to testify and provide information in 

___accordance with the previous Order of 'this~Court - or until such 

time as the Grand Jury shall be discharged or in any eventT no” 
longer than a period of Eighteen (18) aonths Which e ver shall 

_ occur fi rst , in accordance with the provisions of Section 162 

of Title 28, U.S.C.-CU RTIN,J. -- 

Filed A1 fldavit by James W. Gresens, Special Atty.. em ploye d b y t h e 

- Department of Justice and assigned to the Organized Crime Stri 

___ force in Buffalo, that the FBI had not conducted any form of 

_ electronic surveillance at the re sidence of Frank Mambrino and 

had not overheard Frank Mambrino on any form of electronic 
surveillance during period of Jan. 1, 1974 through“including— 

filed Cy. of Application and Order that the record of th e p roceed!ngg 
* n camera on 3/4/1975 be unsealed as of this date--CURTIN J^ 
Filed Cy. of Court’s stenographer's transcript of t he pro ceedings pf 
__ in camera conference held in Chambers, Part I, U.S. Courthouse 
before Judge Curtin, on March 4, 1975 
Filed Cy. 5 of CJA-21 - Authorization for transcript 
Filed Defendant's Notice of Appeal 

Cy. of Notice of Appeal mailed to Govt., Deft., and~to the CCA~wit"h — 
forms A, B, CJA-23, statement of docket entries — ~ 

Filed Ct., Stenographer's ^transcript of proceedings, held-before-Judge__ 

- Curtin, commencing _oa,Feb^ , 27^_1975___ 

. Filed_Schedu lin g Order from _ t he ..CCA - that ,record be.docketed on on 
-before April 1, 1975 to the Court_of_Appeal&__ 
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for the Western District of New York who shall confine him in 


some suitable pl ace until su ch time as the said Witness shall 
indicate a willingness to testify and provide information in 
accordance with"the previousorder of this Courtoruntil~such 


in any event, 


time as the Grand Jury sha 11”b e~discbarged orV 
"no longer than” a period - of “ElgHteen (181 _ M~onths, whichever sha 11 
~occ ur fIrst aTT‘in accordance wiTfi~the~provisions of Section 
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STATEMENTS 


EXAMINATIONS * 
BEFORE TRIAL' 


DEPOSITIONS 


JOHN DOT, 


Defendant. 


o s t imc n y o c AS OS S F 1 I A. 'BUifZAGLIA, 

' •. V ^ \ 


* v x v . 


CONFERENCES 


CONVENTIONS 


taker, in pro c oedIngcU he id before^ he-U-'r.i reckT''^ .= s 

... _ *" \ 

States Grand Jury, iu t ie Federal 'dSuilditjs;* 3 r ''- y \ 

• .- //’ ! t >\ P 

Buffalo, T, av; York, taken. •oitdlareh At /• 

1 / ••'•x . N. _. ‘ J ^ • v > .. 

\ V vj-. • ’ '• V■•■•. " ; a.. ' \\\ 
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"x! v /•-* - y ' y »1 
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CERTIFICATE NO. 517 
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w? X 


:: C \ G L 1 A , vi 02 II lags ra 


2 Street, Buffalo, Lew York, after being duly called 

3 and sworn, testified as follows: 


EXAMIHATIOH BY Mil. GRSSEUS: 


Q. Mr. Buseaglla, we have just been up in Judge Curtin's 
Court, I?ow , I want to nuviae you once again, sir, 
that you have been grunted immunity from prosecution 
in connection with your testimony here today by 
an order which has been signed by Judge Curtin, 

'•’hat that means is that anything you say in this 
Grand Jury room can not be used against you in a 
Court of Lay. Accordingly, this takes away your 
Fifth Amendment, the right to refuse to testify 
on the grounds that it may incriminate you. I must 
warn you, the Court Reporter is hare taking sown 
everything that you cay. You can be prosecuted 
for any falsa statement, that is for perjury, in 
connection with what's said here. Low, your 
Counsel, Mr. Abranowitt, is right outside the door, 
and I want you to feel free to consult with him. 

And, this Grand Jury will give you ns much time as 


JACK W MUNI. I. *» U CM I ICIAL M-.’M.Mk COUNT Hl'PONrr.M 




1 

2 jj 

li 

3 


4 II 


5 

6 ll 

, jj 

8 ! 

9 


10 

11 i 


12 

13 

l| 

14 | 

15 |i 

16 l 

« t 

• | 

18 jj 

19 1 

I] 

i! 

20 j' 

ii 

21 


22 


23 


you need to talk to him an any question that you 
wish. To you rulersband that, sir? 

A. Yes. 

0. Mr. Buscaglia, have you r -;2 r boon at the premises 
known as Hairy's Social Club located at 314 West 
Ferry Street in the lov/sr rear in Buffalo, Hew 
York? 

/I. I would like to consult my lawyer, 

Q. Yes, sir. Go ahead. 

(Whereupon, the Witness than left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

MR. GRESCHS: Would you like to have the question 
read back, Mr. Buncoglia? 

THE WITHESS: Yes. 

(Whereupon, the last question was then 
read back by the reporter.) 

THE WITNESS: Wo, sir. 

2'iR. ORE SENS: Mr. Busceglivi, between June of 1974 and 
ythru'vv of 1975, have you ever seen a 
card game called Ziyinetto played at 
! • .1 a r y' S o « :1a 1 G V ib ? 
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1 ! THE WITNESS: 

T woulu like to converse 

r «. ? a- V 

» .u 

r.y lawyer. 

2 

(Whereupon, the Witness 

— «*V»l 

left the 

3 

Grand Jury room.) 



4 

(Whereupon, che Nitnass 

then 

1 

re-entered 


til 2 Grand Jury roo^.. ) 


WITNESS 


I would like to have that cuestion asked 


over again, sir. 

(thereuponj the last question was then 
read back by the reporter.) 

THE WITNESS; I would like to converse with my lawyer, 
a ga in. 


12 : *»• 

0 RESENS : 

That * s the 

13 i; 

WITNESS: 

7. didn't 

’•u? 

14 

UiwLjO •-/ A*. O . 

Okay. Fin. 

15 


(Whercupo 

i' 

16 |j 


Grand Jur 

17 |i 


(Nhereupo; 

is i; 


the Grand 

1» i; 

SJ aV-4 , 

Hr. Euscag 

20 | 


read .again? 

2i ; TSS 

f r 7 •rv~?r c* • 
i • JL JL Ji • *-» • 

llirht. 

99 
** »* 


("ho -eupo 


(whereupon, the Witness then left the 


(Whereupon, the Witness than re-entered 


(Niva'-euno'rt, the lest question was then 
sane 1 back by the reporter.) 
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jl 
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Tin 

with: 

p 0 

-jo: 

l:o . sir. 



I 

9 

HR. 


Hr. 2useaglia 

, aa i/e 

you ever seen or 

•s 

3 




do you have any 

know! 

edge whatsoever from 

4 




any source vaat 

soever 

regarding the 

5 




activities of J 

oseph 

Michael Fino in 

6 




s up at vis i n 3 t lie 

co lie 

ction of money from 

„ i 
t 




his Zisinette 3 

a me at 

Hairy's Social Club 

i 

8 




or supervising 

the lo 

aning of money to the 

9 




members known a 

s hair 

y’s Social Club? 

10 

TH 2 

WITH 

n« n 

X want to 30 

convex 

sc with my lawyer. 

11 

1 



(Whereupon, 

the V i 

tness then left the 

12 




Grnnd Jury rooa.) 


13 




(whereupon, 

tee Ki 

cneas then re-entered 

14 

1 

1 



the Grand Jx 

iry roo 

m.) 

15 

! HR. 

| 

G?Sd 3 

t-<\t ^ 

jjWo 

: Would you 111 

:o the 

question read back, 

1G 

1 



Mr. Bus003110 



17 

l 

TIC 

WITH 

E 33 

: If you don't 

raind 

p le a s 0. 

18 

1 ; MR. 

CRTS 

E1IS 

: Sure. 



19 

! 



(Whereupon, 

t »ie l>j 

1st question was then 

20 

i 

i 

i 



read back by the reporter.) 

21 

i X 

WITI 

ESS 

: I never was 

; i \ a C 3 : 

3 0 i v;0 u I u a ' t lei 0 r . / . 

22 

j 'P 

I U\ 0 

1 

V.T -Wi—O 

-I** * ■* 

iUli O 

: The question 

' • 
>• * *••-• # J 

iuscaglia, was, have 

23 

. 

i 

1 



you ever seen 

j r d 0 • 

roii have any knowledge 
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1 i 

2 I 

3 !l 

4 


TV* 


MR. 


8 

9 

I j 

10 ! 

11 !; 

!i 

12 
13 

IS | 

ii 

15 

J 

l ( 

17 !i 

18 

10 

20 
21 


• fro a cny sourto vhatroavar of 

oka activities of Joseph ‘Mi cl', a cl F ino In 
the ooUnction of money in his Ziginafctc 
game or tli 3 co Hoc tins of nanny in the 
Ziginatto game at Hairy's Social Club? 
MITN3SS: Ho, air. 

CkSSBHS : Mr. Buscaglia, have you ever been at the 

promises sometimes known os the Blue 
Banner Social Club, also known as tVie 
Gettysburg Social Club, located at 
Fourteenth and Connecticut Streets in 
Buffalo, Me vi York and observed a Ziginette 
card gome in which a percentage of the 
amount bet on each hand was raked at the 
table and put in a bo:: kept by the 
Z1ginetie deaier? 

WITNESS: I want to consult with ay lawyer. 

GR3S3N3: Sure. 

(whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(‘vhereupon. the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

HU. GR2S3N3: Would you like the question read again, 


THE 

MR. 
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Mr. surea 3 lie? 

: WITNESS: Ye:;, sir. 

(thereupon, the last question wa then 
r c a c - h a c k h y t ha reporter.) 

NITNSoo: I respectfully decline, to -answer that 

question' on the grounds that it violates j 
:ay rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
birth and ninth Amendments of the Constitu¬ 
tion. I also object on the grounds that 
tnis is not material to a valid investigation 
Mr. Buscagliu, I want to advise you, sir, 
that you cannot object to the validity of 
the investigation being carried on. I wane 
you to understand that Judge Curtin has 
signed an order granting immunity from 
prosecution, and you can not be prosecuted 
from any tiling you say in this room unless 
you commit perjury here. Do you understand 
that, sir? 

WITNESS: Can I go and consult with my lawyer? 

OkBodTS : Go ahead, 3 r 

(•/hereupon, the Witness then left the 
G r: > n J J u r y r o on,) 
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10 
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14 
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23 


(’/hereupon, the Witness chon re--entered 
the 0r' n d Jury roore. ) 

•:r. Hue cagj.it, do you rish to make soaa 
axis war? 

WITNESS: X respectfully decline to answer that 

question on the grounds that it violates 
my right under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Si::th and Ninth Amendments under the 
Constitution. I also object cn the grounds 
it * o not material to a valid investigation. 

MR. GR2SENS: Mr. Buscaglia, have you ever been present 
at the premises known as the Connecticut 
Street Social Club when liicholao P.inaldo 
or l.'iliian Sciolino removed the raked money 
from the dealer's bon and thereafter 
counted, retained, or loaned such money? 


11 TILS WITNESS : I respectfully decline to answer that 


vj? 


quo 

.» A. 

u c 

ion on th 

e ground 

s the 

ny 

ri 

gats 

uud 

er the F 

irst, 
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v.i n cj 
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th Amendments 

Con 

’.3 C 

i >• • >. a. ■ 

•>— W- k. 

•• !*% 

U V» /.K ft 

I alto 

ob jo 

it 1 

r* 

r-, ?• • 

Lk • » C . 

• •J 4 - PS 
« -4 U A. 

rial to 

the v 

0 

»> 

MV 

,-J» '1 *v 

s " < 

•! -f 1 , 

- ^..1 , 

Mr. Bus 

aagli 


JACK W HUNT. C S R O^riCIAL SUPREME COURT REPORTER 


h 


I 








9 


| 
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3 

4 


i il 


15 

10 | 

j 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 j; 

23 i ; 


■id vise you that you have been granted 
immunity from pro see ution in connection 
with your appearance here and that 3/011 can 
not be prosecuted .cor anything that you say. 
This means you can not incriminate yourself! 
This takes av/ay your Fifth Amendment rights! 
to testify. Do you understand that, sir? 


8 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Yes, sir. 



9 

' MR. 

GRSSENS: 

You still refuse 

to 

answer those 

10 


q 

uestions? 



11 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Yes. 



12 

I MR. 

GRESEHS: 

You will have to 

answer. 

13 

THE 

o'l JL i Ti 0 J 

Yes, sir. 



14 

MR. 


Mr. Buscaglia, liave 

you, yourself 




:he 


MR. 


borrowed money from Nicholas Rina Ido or 
William Sciolino at a si::-for-five rate 
or at any other race of interest, or have 
you ever seen Nicholas Rinaldo or William 
Sciolino loaning money to any persons at 
a si.:-for-five rate of interest? 

WITNESS: 7 would like to consult my lawyer. 

GRES.3NS: Yes. sir. Co ahead. 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 


2o 
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G ■:a r.d J u r y ro cm.) 

('./hereupon, -Tic Witness thin :co- enter ad 
the Grand Jury room.) 

MR. GREeEFS : Would you like the question read again, 

r* •« v ? 

<* 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

(Whereupon, the last question vas then 
re-ad back by the reporter.) 

THE WITNESS: 1 respectfully decline to answer that 


10 

j 


question on the grounds the 

11 



ay rights under the First, 

12 



S J.::th and ninth Amendmen ts 

13 



Constitution. X also objee 

14 



that it's not material to t 

15 

1 


inves tisation. 

1C 

| 

HR. 

r* 'i* o *p 

U o ^ 41 o 

: Once again, Mr. 3uscagiia 


to know you era under immunity for 
prosecution. You can not incriminate 
yourself for what you say. Do you under- 
n t a n d t h a t , s 1 r ? 

LIE WITNESS: Y>s, sir. 

R. CRKSE1I8: You still decline to answer? 

HE WITNESS: X resusetfully decline to answer that 
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16 
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I 
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19 ! 

20 I 
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99 

23 




inves ti^ation. 

113.. G32SZ1IS : Mr. Busca^lia, have you yours a If ever 
personally Borrowed money from Frank 
Chinan to at a si;:-for-five rate of interest, 
or do you knot; of any other parson who has I 
borrowed money from Frank Chinento at such 
a rate of interest? 

UIT1IZ33: 1 would like to consult with my lawyer. 
G3ZSZNS; Certainly, sir. ^ Go ahead. 

I 

(••■hereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Crand Jury*room.) 

113. G3Z3ZMG: Bid you wish to have the question road, 


TUV 

L 


a i. kW • 


o -r *> 

*> -u— • 


THE UITIT.ES3 : Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, the last question was then 
tack by the reporter.) 


read b. 
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5 rr» '?**7 

1 ± aJ* 


'’T.T'HSZ : “ v’ ■ •useful 1 v doc line to 'ns uor the 


2 qu« s ti n\ on the grounds tho 2 it viola tea 

3 j; izy visits vr.der the First, Fourth, Fifth 

4 j| 2nd Si:-:th Minth Amendments to the 

5 Constitution. X also object on the grounds 

. 

G t.iat zt s not material to a valid 

7 | : investigation. 

3 | HU. GRE5ZHS: Hr. 3us aaglia, I want to advise you again 
9 that you ere under immunity from 

10 ;j prosecution, that you can not be prosecuted 

u j! for anything that you say here. Do you 

12 I, understand that, sir? 

13 : TIG HITHZS3: Yes, sir. 


U — • 


GRESSUS: You still refuse to ansuer? 


15 ; THE HITHESS: Yes, sir. 

‘ 

16 MR. GRES IMS: Mr. Uuscaglia, wars you present at the 

i 

17 Connecticut Street Social Club on or about 

13 August 5th, 1974 when Fran’: Tinineri was 

1 

19 || bouton by Franh Chimento? 

20 i THE V7ITHZSS: I toe Id liho to consult with my lawyer. 

21 | X • C b :.Si c : w c ; t ln ly , •; jl x . 


(iJucrauocu, the Hitness then left the 
7 .mo 3 Jury roam.) 
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JA< 
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O || 


3 i, 2 -m. 


(whereupon, the Witness than re-enter ad 

uilvi V—OnCi O 'jijf 1 O O iT . ) 

CSSS SITS: Would you. like the question read again. 


* o 

3 ii* ? 


TUB 


8 I THE 

1 

9 

10 


11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, the last question was then 
read back by the reporter.) 

WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer that 
question on the grounds that it violates 
ny rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
Constitution. I also object on the grounds 
that it's not material to a valid 


investigation. 


M3. 


16 


H 

17 ; 


18 

10 ! 

20 | 

21 

22 


23 


THE 


GPJ2SEN3: Hr. Buscaglia, do you have any knowledge 
v;hatsoever, from any source whatso ever tha t 
Charles Cassaro, Joseph Fine, Angelo 
Maasaro end Jolin V. Cnmmilleri were the 
original founders of Nairy'a Social Club 
in the spring of 1974 and that Salvatore 
fieri tool, ever John CamniFieri*o interest 
in the club after the letter's murder? 

WITNESS: I would like to talk to ny lawyer. 


JACK W. MUNI, C S R OFFICIAL SUPKLME COURT REPORT I- R 




141 


i M"> 

1 ‘ 1 • 


•. ■ > Vi— • - j .. i . 


: -- r •• - i n 1 y. C c he a J , s t. 

(Nhrr-oupon, the Witness then left the 
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5 !i 
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THE 


MR. 


7 TH3 

8 |l 
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15 !j 

•I 

16 

17 

18 1 “ Jj 

19 * 

20 1 

!; 

21 || 
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23 


Grand Jury room.) 

(hhereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

GRc.S.iNS: ould you xiks the question re-read, sir? 

WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, the last question was thai 
read hack by the reporter.) 

WITNESS: I know nothing about that, sir. Never 
been In Hairy's Club. 

GRESHNS : The question was not whether you have 

been in the club. The question was whether 
you had any knowledge whatsoever from any 
source whatsoever, hearsay or otherwise, 
gossip, rumor, regarding those events 
that 1 asked you about in that question? 

WITNESS: No, sir. 

GItxo&JS: hr. Juscaglia, do you ha\e any knowledge 
- ^Hj hearsay or otherwise, from any 
source whatsoever, that Joseph Fino, 

»:ic S- ci j. x.o is a , Frank FantauKto, Gaetano 
iiiccili, or Caspar J’ona have been loaning 
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1 


151 

! 

i 

i 


1 

1 

! 

-oney to any persons at tka Hairy's Social 



o ! 

( 

J lub ? 



3 ! 

THE WITNESS: 

Could I tali; to my lawyer? 



4 ii 

MR. GRESSNS; 

Wish to consult with your Counsel? 



5 ! 

THE V; I THE S3 : 

Yes, sir. 



e : 

HR. GRESENS : 

0 ice y. 



7 


(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 



8 | 


Grand Jury room.) 



II 

9 1 


(Whereupon, the Witness, than re-entered 



10 


the Grand Jury room.) 



I 

11 

MR. GR2SENS: 

Are you prepared to answer, sir, or do 



12 


you want the question read again? 



13 

TIIE WITNESS: 

X would like to have the question read 



14 i 


again. 



15 


(Whereupon, the last question was then 



16 

i 

l 

( 

read back by the reporter.) 



17 

j THE WITNESS: 

I have no personal knowledge about 



18 


those matters. 



19 

MR. CEESENS: 

Mr. Euscaglia, do you have any knowledge 

/ 


20 

| 

other than'personal knowledge about these 



21 


matters? 



oo 

THE WITNESS: 

I 

7 . have no knowledge about those matters. 



23 

MR. GRESEN3: 

What do y ju naan by "personal knowledge"? 


i 


j 
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j 


vn ns sc 


witness 


GRES2NS 


- would like to talk to ay 7. a wyer , sir, 
(Whereupon, cues Witness then left tha 
Grand Jury room.) 

•^Whereupon , the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

Stay on my answer, sir. 


7.1 y t?M 


isca.glia, have you heard any rumors 


, THE WITNESS 


GRESINS : 


i MR. 


:• RE SEN'S 


In tae community in which you live that 

Joseph Fino, Michael Bona, Frank Fantaurzo, 

Gaetano Ilieeli, or Caspar Bona have been 

* 

loaning money at a sin-for-five percentage 
of interest to the persons at the dairy’s 
Social Club? 

: Could 1 talk to ray lawyer, sir? 

: Sure. 

(Chereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

: Arc you prepared to answer, sir, or -- 


WITNESS: X would like to have the question read 

a gain. 

(Whereupon, the last question was then 
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read one'; by the "carter.) 

TE2 WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer that 
question on the "rounds that it violates 
ny rights under the First, Fourth, Firth, 
Sixth and Hi nth Amendments to the 
Constitution. I also object on the grounds 
that it’s not material to a valid 
investigation. I have no personal knowledge 

about those matters. I object further on 

% 

the grounds that this is pure hearsay and 
speculation. 

1IR. GRESENS: Hr. Buscaglia, were you present at the 

) 

i Connecticut Social Club during August — 
August the 17th, 1974 in which a Ziginette 
game was in progress, and during this 
Ziginette game when thousands of dollars 
ware wagered during a single hour's play? 
TIE WITNESS: I would like to talk to my lawyer. 

MR. GRESENS: Sure. 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 
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18 


1 

i 

*» n 

M.UjoL.Tii: .\f e yo u ready to answer, •'■l.c? 

1 

i 


i 

u 

4- 

TIG 

WITNESS; X recpectfully decline to answer that 


1 

3 


qu-stion on tha grounds that it violates 


II 

4 


iay rights under tha First, Fourth, Fifth, 

| 

1 

5 


Si::ch and Ninth Amendments to the 


I 

6 


Constitution. I also object on tha grounds 


mm 

7 


that it's not materia! to a valid investi¬ 


1 

8 j 


gation. Please explain to ns it*s 


1 

9 


relevancy and materiality. 



10 

1 

MR. 

GRSSSNS ; This Grand Jury is investigating 


1 

11 


violation of Section 1955 of Title 13. 


1 

12 


That involves illegal gambling business. 


m 

13 


Ua are trying to determine whether an 


1 

li 

I 

illegal gambling business, which employs 


1 

15 

1 

a Ziginette game, functions at the 


■ 

16 


Connecticut Street Social Club. That, sir, 


■ 

17 

1 

is the relevancy of the question. Do you 


1 

18 


untiers tand; 

« 


■ 

19 

THE 

WITNESS: Can X talk to ny lawyer? 

i 

1 

i 

20 

MR. 

CRESSES: That's up to you, sir. 


1 

21 

THE 

I 

WITNESS : That ' s good cnau ;r h. 


1 

09 

MM 

MR. 

GRESEES: Let me ask you this, Mr. Dusoaglia. Were 

♦ 


■ 

| 

23 

1 

yau present at tha Connecticut Street 

i 

| 

■ 

1 


I 
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Social Club on August 17'ir.h when Mi .Ilian 
Sciolino, Robert Bsrresi, sometimes known 


as Fetor Lurresi, sometimes known as 
Cobby the Tie, wore counting the noney 
from the ccdlar'o bo:: which was used in a 
ZIginatte game there? 

THE WITK2SS: I respectfully decline to answer that 
question on the grounds that it violates 
ny rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 
Constitution. I also object on the 
grounds that it's not material to a valid 
investigation. 

MR. GRESEM5: Mr. Buscaglia, you have been granted 
immunity from prosecution here by Judge 

Curtin. Ho signed an order. You can not 

« 

be prosecuted, sir, for any information 
that you give here unless you testify 
. falsely. And, accordingly, this takes away 

your Fifth Amendment right to refuse to 
testify. You can be held in Civil contempt 
to refuse to answer. Bo you understand 
that? 


JACK W HUNT. C. S R.. OFFICIAL SUPREME COURT RIPOHTCR 


3o 





J 

x 


I 

1 

20 


1 

A 

| 

TTliH NITNEC;3: Cm v oonv^r:^ with ray lawyer? 


1 

MR. CR2SEM3: Toy. 


i 

*> 1 

1 

(Whereupon, the Witness than loft the 


4 1 

Grand Jury roca.) 


l 

(thereupon, the Witness then re-entered 


m 6 ; 

the Grand Jury room.) 


I 



7 ! 

Mil. GR232MS: Are you prepared to answer, Hr. Buacaglia 

? 

1 

Would yon like the question read again? 


1 

THE WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer that 


10 1 

question on the grounds that it violates 


1 

say rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 


8 12 

Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 

* 

13 

Constitution . X also object on the grounds 



that it s not material to a valid 


i 

investigation. Please explain to me its 


i 

/ 

relevancy and materiality. 


• 

MR. GRESENS : I just was telling you that Judge Curtin 


i 

has signed an order granting you immunity 


■ 19 

from prosecution and that you can not be 


20 

prosecuted from any statement you make here 

1 

1 

All you can be prosecuted for is perjury 


g 22 

for statements you make here. ' You can be 
» 1 


1 

2'J 

*a(l 

■ 

possibly found in Civil contempt for ref usi ! 

i 

IS 

8 

i 

N JACK W. HUNT, < S M . OFFICIAL SUFHF.MC COUNT HCFONTfl? 
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2.1 


I 


t:o an v/er that question. la that vhac you 
were. answering before? 


3 l! 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Yes. 

4 ; 

hr. 

G RESENS ; 

Lo you understand chat? 

5 

1 

j THE 

WITNESS: 

Va 

0 

6 i 

1 

i hr. 

G RESENS ; 

Hr. Buscaglia, were you 






Connecticut 3treec Social Club on the 

8 |j 19th of August, 1S74, at approximately 

9 ’ twelve midnight when Nicholas Hina Ido and 

10 William Sciolino were present and at 

11 which time a Eiginatte game was in progress?) 

12 li THE WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer that 

question on the grounds that it violates 
my rights under the first, fourth. Fifth, 
Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
Constitution. 1 also object on the grounds 

that it’s not material to a valid 
investigation. Please explain to me its 
relevancy and materiality. 

HR. GRESGNS: The relevancy and materiality. Hr. 

buseaglia, this is also related to a 

violation of Title 13, Section 1955 involvin 
a 

illegal gambling business. And, what we’re 


13 ! 

i 

14 1 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


iiZ 
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bryi. t .■ f.o c.3certain hero is whether an 


illegal gambling bu 


usineas, which violates 


Federal law, is in progress at the 
Connecticut Street Social Club. This 
question was directed to ascertaining 
whether a Ziginette game was played as 
part of that illegal gambling business, 
hr, Buscaglia let ns ash vou this. Were 
you present at the Connecticut Street 
Social Club on August 19th of 1974, at which 
tine considerable sums of money were borrowed 
from hieho las Rina Ido and Uillian Sciolino 
by various players in the Ziginette game? 

hITIIFSS : X respectfully decline to answer tha t 
question on the grounds that it violates 
ny rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Si:cth nr.J Ninth Amendments to the 

/ 

Constitution. I also object on the grounds 
that it f s not material to a valid 
ir.ves tig a tlon. 

CRZSFuS : lir. Buscaglia, have you ever seen 

personally, or do you have any knowledge 
from any source, even if not personal, of 
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i n 
. j 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 

S 18 

’ 19 
20 
21 
22 
23 


parsons who William Sciolino has beaten 
to force the repayment of loans at a 


ci:c-for-five rate? 


THE WITNESS; 1 would like to converse with ny lawyer. 

MR. GRESEHS: Certainly, sir. 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

• MR. GRESSMS; Are you prepared to answer that question,| 
Hr. Euscaglia, or would you like it read 
asain? 

THE WITNESS; I respectfully decline to answer that 
question on the grounds that it violates 
my right under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Si:;th and Ninth Amendments to the 
Constitution. I also object on the grounds 
that it‘s not material to a valid 

I 

investigation. Please explain to me it*s 
relevancy and materiality. 

HR. GRESEHS: The relevancy end materiality. Hr, 

| 

Euscaglia, is that one of the crimes this 
Grand Jury is investigating is violations 
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3 

4 

5 

6 


sometimes known an Iona sharking. We ere 

?.ttenpting to ascertain v/hethar any loan 

sharking activities have occurred at the 

Connecticut 3 cruet Social Club and whether 
/ • 1 —' — " —- 

any force has bean used by Mr. Sciolino 


10 

I 

11 

12 
13 


i 

or anyone else to force the repayment of 
these debts. Dc you understand that, sir? 
TICS'WITNESS: 1 respectfully decline to answer that 

question on the grounds that it violates 
ny rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 


14 Constitution. I also object on the grounds 

15 |! that it's not material to a valid 

16 j! investigation. 

!j 

17 MR. GR&SiiNS: 1-Ir. Euscaglia, 1 just want to explain 

18 once again to you that you are under 

immunity from prosecution, that you 
personally can not be prosecuted for any¬ 
thing that you say. But, 7. do want to 
advise you that your failure to answer here 

23 |i could result in the Government's movement 


10 i 


20 


21 


22 
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o r 

j- j 


1 

ll 

II 

| 

|j 


for: .?n 

order from Judge Curtin to hold 

2 


you in 

Civij. contempt for refusing to 

3 

II 


onsuer. 

. ho you understand th.it sir? 

4 

j THE 

l 

WITHESS: 

Yes, 

s ir. 

5 

5 i 

MR. 

GRESEHS: 

And, 

you still decline to answer, sir? 

6 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Yes, 

sir. 

7 

MR. 

GRESENS: 

That ‘ 

s ail > ife. Buscaglia. You are 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 ! 


excused. 


* * vV 


i 


16 


17 j 

I 

IS 

19 

20 

21 ! 
22 
23 
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3 ' 1 hereby ClhTIfT that Z, IbY.hTfJZiT U. ATWOOD, having 

4 'attended a session of tna federal Grand Jury„ as Grand 

5 : Jury 3nanographer, on Z-IareU 4th, 1975 , reported the 

6 proceedings contained in the foregoing twenty-five pagesj 

I 

^ !i at the time and plr.ee set forth in the needing in the 

i 

3 ji foregoing matter. That the transcript is an accurate 
9 and complete record of the proceedings to the best of 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

I 

15 i 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 


my ability. 


’— / f \.n j-1 


f) ' 1 
j/V : ,;v rm 


/ jj i > s—f-rl 


atwood. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


IN THE MATTER OF 

JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA . AFFIDAVIT 

A GRAND JURY WITNESS 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

COUNTY OF ERIE ) ss.: 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 

PHILIP B. ABRAMOWITZ, being duly sworn deposes and says: 

1. That I am an attorney admitted to practice before this Court 
and I am fully familiar with all the facts and circumstances of the above- 
referenced case. 

2. This Affidavit is submitted in opposition to a Motion asking 
that JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA be remanded to the custody of the United States 
Marshall for the Western District of New York. 

WIRETAPS 

3. JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA is a resident of Buffalo, New York who is 
the Secretary-Treasurer of the Gettysburg Social Club, Inc., a corporation 
existing under the laws of the State of New York with its principle place 
of business at 374 Connecticut Street, Buffalo, New York. 

4. Your Deponent asked JAMES W. GRESENS, the strike fofce 

attorney in charge of this investigation whether or not the residence of 

JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA or the Gettysburg Social .Club, Inc. had their telephones 

. * 

4 

tapped. 
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i! 


|| 

I 

' 

5. MR. GRESENS stated that there were no wiretaps at the 

I 

! residence of MR. BUSCAGLIA but refused to confirm or deny the existence 

. 

jl of wiretaps at the Gettysburg Social club, Inc, , a corporation of which 
| MR. BUSCAGLIA is an officer. 

6. Upon information and belief, the Gettysburg Social Club at 

j 

374 Connecticut Street, in Buffalo, New York has had its telephones tapped. 

| 

7. Upon information and belief, the investigation which the 

j! Grand Jury is conducting and questions which the Grand Jury wishes to be 
submitted to JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA are based directly or indirectly upon infor- 
!i mation obtained by an illegal wiretap. 

PERTINENCY OF QUESTIONS BEFORE GRAND JURY 

8. In Paragraph 3 of his papers submitted in support of his 
Motion to have JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA remanded to tne custody of the Federal 
Marshall, MR GRESENS states that "on February 25, 1975, the said witness... 

jl did unlawfully refuse to answer pertinent questions but to him by the 

said Grand Jury and this legal adviser". (Emphasis supplied) 

- 

9. The above allegation by the prosecutor is completely inaccur¬ 
ate as an examination of the Grand Jury transcript will demonstrate. 

j Neither the Grand Jury ror its legal adviser, MR. GRESENS, asked one 
pertinent question relating to any criminal activity of any person. The 
only questions asked related to the witness's understanding of his 
j privilege. 

10. In order for there to be a finding of contempt, the questions 
asked must always be at least "pertinent" or "material". See in Re 
Schofield, 486 F.2d 85. 


! 
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FIRST AMENDMENT CLAIM 


FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 


11. The Gettysburg Social Club, Inc. is a corporation existing 
unaer the laws of the State of New York with JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA as its 
Secretary-Treasurer. Until the Grand Jury investigation in this case, 

I the Social Club was' a thriving organization open 24 hours a day with 

i members constantly exchanging ideas and having conversations concerning 

I 

| politics, the affairs of the day, and other matters. 

12. Since the Grand Jury investigation in this case and the 
subpoenaing of witnesses, many of whom are members of the Social Club, the 
club has been forced to close down as not one person dares to enter the 
club and associate with any other members. Thus, the free exercise of the 
first amendment freedom of association has been thoroughly chilled and 

i brought to a grinding halt by the activity of'utK: Government's Grand Jury 

I investigation. 

I 

13. In Bursey vs. United States , 466 F.2d 1059 (Ninth Circuit 

1972) the Court in discussing Grand Jury investigations stated, 

I, 

"When Governmental activity collides with first 
amendment rights, the Government has the burden 
of establishing that its interests are legitimate 
and compelling and that the incidental infringe¬ 
ment upon first amendment rights is no greater 
than is essential to vindicate its subordinating 
interests. " 

14. here the Government has not even attempted to show that its 

* 

interests are legitimate and compelling. 

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that: this Court ^deny the 
Government's Motion to remand the witness, JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA, to the custody 


of the Attorney General. 


/; / 
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i IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


IN THE MATTER OF 


JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA 
A GRAND JURY WITNESS 


STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
COUNTY OF ERIE ) ss. : 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 


»• 


* r 1 ; r r. 


!•••’" 1 IJ 33 hi] 75 


' l.o.: 

AFFIDAVIT 


'.'1 = 7 


PHILIP B. ABRAMOWITZ, being duly sworn deposes and says: 

1. That I am an attorney admitted to practice before this Court 
and I am fully familiar with all the facts and circumstances of the above- 

jj referenced case. 

!l 

2. This Affidavit is submitted to supplement my Affidavit which, 
j I submitted to this Court on March 4, 1975. 

3. J/iMES GRESENS, the strike force attorney in charge of this 
investigation, refused to affirm or deny the existence of any form of 

I 

electronic eavesdropping in this case but did state that he believes that 

i 

MR. BUSCAGLIA was not overheard by any electronic device. 

‘ 

4. By virtue of MR. GRESENS remarks, it i,s respectfully submitted 
upon information and belief that the Government in fact does not know 

i whether or not it did overhear MR. BUSCAGLIA on any one of its electronic 
devices. 

5. The Government should not be permitted to assert that it 
did not hear MR. BUSCAGLIA on any one of its electronic devices unless the 
voices on its tapes can be positively identified. 
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Am. .» 





WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that this Court deny the 
Government's Motion to hold JOSEPH BUSCAGLIAty in oivil^centempfe^. 


PHILIP B. AEHAMOWITZ 


Sworn to before me this 


7th\day of March,\ 1975. 


XMlvW l >\1 




f* ’ T v^V 

3AIVAT0RF R. WARTOCKt 

notary public state of he* to"* ^ 

OUAIII'IED IN ERIE. COUNTY """H 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES MARCH 30. >»—-A— 
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! IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


IN THE MATTER OF 
JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA 

I 

j A GRAND JURY WITNESS 


AFFIDAVIT 



e - 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) • " 5: 

COUNTY OF ERIE ) ss. : r<> 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) * < - r 


JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA, being duly sworn deposes and says: 

1. I am a member and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Gettysburg 
Social Club, Inc., a No^-For Profit Corporation of the State of New York. 

2. Attached hereto and made a part hereof is the Certificate of 
Incorporation of the Gettysburg Social Club, Inc. 


3. Until the Grand Jury investigation and the subpoenaing of 
1 many of our club members, the Social Club was a thriving organization with 

| 

| members constantly about, exchanging ideas, associating with one-another 

‘ 

! and having conversations concerning politics, the affairs of the day and 
i! other matters. 


4. Since the Grand Jury investigation began in this case and 

I; 

| many of our members were subpoenaed, the club has been totally shut down 
h as not one person dares to enter the club to associate with any other 
members. 


5. 


j Association, 
the activity 


Thus, the free exercise of the First Amendment's Freedom of 
has been thoroughly chilled and brought to a grinding halt by 
of the Government's Grand Jury investigation. 


MAHIOCHE. COI I ISANO. ABRAMOWI 1 1 f. GELLEH 
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WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that this Court deny the 
Government 1 s Motion to hold me in civil contempt unless and until the 
Government first comes forward and shows in an adversary hearing that its 
interests are legitimate and compelling. 

, 1 / 


JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA 


Sworn to before me this 

7th day of March, 197'S? 

/O . /// 



PHILIP B. ABRAMOWITZ 
>; .taiy Public, State ol New \orlc 
'jal Led in Sue County ''hi 

, Con**T'.iiCion Expnot. Match 30, 19 i PtF 
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 
OF GETTYSBURG SOCIAL CLUB, INC. 

UNDER SECTION -C02 OF THE 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION LAW 

The undersigned, PETER RARFESI, 223 MUUcent Street, Buffalo, 

i 

i New York, for the purpose cl forming a Not-For-Profit Corporation pui - 
suant to Section 402 of the Not-For-Profit Corporation Law of the State of 
New York certifies: 

FIRST: That the name cf the corporation is Gettysburg Social 

Club, Inc. t 

SECOND: That the corporation is a corporation as defined in 

Sub-Paragraph A 5 of Section 102 of the Not-For-Profit Corporation Inw of 
New York State and is formed exclusively for purposes other than for 
pecuniary profit or for financial gain and that no part cf the assets, income 
or profit of this corporation shall be distributable to or enure to the benefit 

\ of Its members, directors or officers except to the.extent permitted by the 
Not-For-Profit Corporation Law cf the State of New York. 

i""” 

That the purpose for which this corporation is formed is to promote 
fellowship and extend acquaintanceship by means of social gatherings and 
lectures; to promote social intercourse among the members by means of 
dances, dinners, musicals, and other forrris of entertainment; to engage 
generally in any causes or objects similar to the above mentioned in order to 

i 

promote the cultural, social, literary, and mental welfare cf the members; 
and to promote brotherhood and sociability among its members, to hold and 

i 

: conduct social meetings, excursions, and entertainments for its members, to 

! promote the welfare of its members morally, educationally, and fraternally, 

I 

i and to make contracts, purchase, mortgage, or lease and hold all real and 

j personal property necessary to carrying cut these purposes. j 


I 

I 




b corporation shall bo a typo A corporation a* cwiLnea in 
Section 201 B of the Not-For-Prof 11 Corporaflcn Law of the State of New York. 


THIRD: 


That the principle office of the carpcraticn ahaLl be 


in the City of Buffalo, County of ErLe and State c£ How York. 

FOURTH: That the territory In which Its actlvitieo are prin¬ 

cipally to be conducted Is the County of Erie. 

'FIFTH: That the duration of the corporation shall be perpetual. 


SIXTH: 


The post office aadre83 to which the Secretary cf State 


shall mall a copy of any notice required by law shall be 1440 Rand Building, 
14 Lafayette Square, Buffalo, New York 14203. 

SEVENTH: That no approvals or consents are required for the 
filing of this certificate. 

yzny f53 a&nlU fc^TcsXcDdMvl I&Kjc asCBg X 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has made, signed and 
acknowledged this certificate this day of July, 1074. 


Pbter Barresi p 
223 Milllcent Street 
Buffalo, New York 14213 


CITY OF BUFFALO : 

STATE OF NEW YORK : ss. 

COUNTY OF ERIE 

On this /o' day of July, Nineteen Hundred and Seventy Four, 
before me, the subscriber, personally appeared PETER TV'.RRESI, to me 
personally known and known to me to be the same person described In and 
who executed the within Instrument, and he acknowledged to me that he 
executed the same. 
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» a ft or being duly 


9 || called and st.-ora, testified as follow; 


4 EXAMINATION 3Y MR. GRE33SS: 


i'ir. Panaro, you appeared before Judge Curtin last 
week, and the Judge signed an order granting you 
immunity from prosecution, now what this means 
is you cannot be prosecuted for any statements that 
you make in this room no r can those statements bs 
used against you. So oven if these statements 
should incriminate you in some way, they could not 
be used against you in a Court of Law. The only 
tning that you can be prosecuted for that goes on 
in thi 3 room is false statements. If you lie or 
perjure yourself, you can be prosecuted for 
perjury. I wish to inform you that the Court 
Reporter is taking down all of the conversation in 
this room and there will be a record made of what 

is said today. Do you understand that, sir? You'll 
have to answer. 

I respectfully decline to answer any questions on 
the grounds my answer may tend to incriminate me 
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on the grouud s of sha First:, Fourth, Fifth, Siuth 
and If .lath Amendments of the Cons Ci tut for. end on 
the future grounds that the 3 mat of immunity is 
improper. 

Hr. Ferraro, I went to also advise you your Counsel, 
Hr. Juliu 3 Harm is waiting outside here for you 
anytime you wna t to 30 out and talk to your attorney 
you're free to 30 , any question I ask you that 
gives you sons trouble, you can leave. If you just 
want to 30 out and consult with him about anything 
at all, you're free tc do so, you're free to leave 
at any time. Do you understand that, sir? 

I respectfully decline to answer any questions on 
the grounds tiy answer may tend to incriminate me 
on the grounds of First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, llinth 
Amendments of the Constitution and on the future 
grounds that the grant of immunity is improper. 

Do you mean further grounds that the grant of 
immunity is improper? 

The grant of immunity is improper. 

You said the future grounds, do you mean the further 
grounds? 

I respectfully decline to answer the questions on 
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Ij 

1 i the "rounds r.y answer nay tenet to iueriminata m-e 

j ' 

2 cm the 5 r. 0 un.as of the First, Fourth, fifth, Sixth 

3 end Ninth Amendments o 1 the Constitution, end on 

4 the future grounds that the grant of immunity is 

\ 

5 1 improper. 

6 j| Q. You keep saying the future grounds, do you mean the 

. 

7 jj further grounds? 

8 A. Future grounds. 

9 Q. All right. Mr. Panaro, I want you to know you can 

ij 

10 E <>o out and talk to your Counsel anytime you want, 

I 0 

U 1 do you understand that? 


12 I A. Yes. 

13 jj Q. Hr. Panaro, have you ever been present at the 

^^ -^remises known as Hairy*s Social C.cuo -Ocased at 

15 314 West Ferry Street, lower roar, Buffalo, Hew 

is j York? 

17 j! A. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 

18 j the grounds that my answer nay tend to incriminate 

j 9 1 me on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, oi:ct.h. 

20 Ninth Amendment of the Constitution and on the 

21 future grounds that tho grant of immunity is 

22 improper. 

1 0. Mr. Panrir^. T. want you to understand that if you 
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empires, do you ■ 


x a u l cento an t 

lace room nod 


7 /4. I respectfully doc lino to answer that question on 

j 

8 j the grounds n y anst7ar may tend to incriminate rne, 

y on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Girth. 

0 IMr.th Amendment of the Constitution and on the 

1 future grounds that the grant of immunity is 

2 improper. 

i' r 

13 Q. .hr. Panaro , between June of 1974 and February of 

4 1975, did you ever see a Ziginette card game 

5 played at Hairy*s? 

G , /-• I respectfully decline to a r. ever the questions on 

!i 

7 the grounds that n»y ans er nay tend to incriminate 

8 j me, on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 

o Girth, Finth Amendment of the Constitution and the 

:o future ground*; that the grant of Immunity is 

i ivtproo°v. 


J* V • *- *.I 


22 U ! , 


Are you sure *ou ,'oti't mu at to go out 'nd ta lh to 
:-v. to }-\rt on-. o the row a waiting for you: 


-»*' * v» mum i s m oii i. ul i#uMr i ount Kr.coHii i« 


A 
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A. I respectfully decline to answer tho question on 

the grounds that the answer rosy tend to incriminate ! 
me, on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 

Si::th, ninth Amendments of the Constitution and 
on the future grounds that the grant of iaaunity 
is improper. 

Q. Mr. Panaro, have you ever seen Joseph Michael Fino 
supervising the collection of money from any 
Ziginette game or supervising the loaning 
of money in connection with any Ziginette game at 
dairy's? 

A. I respectfully decline to answer the questions on 
the grounds that ray answer nay tend to incriminate 
rae, on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and ITintb. Amendments of the Constitution and 
future grounds that the grant of immunity is 
improper. 

Q. lir. Panaro, do you have any knowledge regarding the 


fact that Charles Cassnro, Joseph Fino, Angelo 
Hassfiro, and John V. Oa.mllieri were the original 


founders of ITairv'o .Social Club in ti 


no spring or 


1976? 

A. I respectfuiiv decline :o answer the Question on 
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inproper. 

Q. Mr. Panaro, da you have any knowledge whatsoever 
regarding the fact that Salvatore Fieri has taken 
over John Canniileri's interest in Hairy's Social 
Club after Mr. Caamillori's death? 

A. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds ray answer nay tend to incriminate ae, 
on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and Ilinth A'tenements of tie Constitution and on the 
future grounds that a grant of immunity is improper. 

Q. Mr. Fanaro, have you over borrowed coney at Hairy's 
Social Club from Joseph Fino, Michael Bona, Gaetano 
Micali, Frank Fantauzro or Gasper Bona at a six-for- 
five rate of interest or any other rate of interest? 

A. A respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds ray answer nay tend to incriminate no, 
on the grounds of the First. Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and ninth Amendments of the Constitution and on the 
future grounds that the grant of immunity is 
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improper, 


^*- • 1 3n 23TO | J ilC u va LI I: tlO t*.C .1 i ygy 0*100 j*' 

you’ra under a grant of immunity hero, ana that 
takes away your J J.i; l; h Amendment right to refuse to 
testify. Do you understand that, sir? 

— respectfully deciine to answer that question on 
^-he grounts ray answer rany tend to incriminate me, 
on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Si::th, 
Ninth Amendments of the Constitution and the future 
grounds that the grant of immunity is improper. 

^~ right. Hr, Panaro, X just want you to know you 
can go out and talk to Mr. Rama at any tine you 
want, you re frae to leave the room whenever you 
choose. Mr. Panaro, have you ever observed Joseph 
Fino, Michael Sana, Frank Fantauszo, Gaetano Miccli 


or Gasper Done 

loaning money to a 

ny person at 


Hairy 1 s Social 

Club at a si::-£or- 

five rate of 


interest or at 

any ether rate of 

interest? 


I respectfully 

decline to answer 

the question 

on 

the ground 3 v.y 

answer may tend to 

ineviminute 

r.io 

on the grounds 

o £ Or. o £o ur, iv w 

, hi;: and Nine 


Amendments of the Constitution and on the future 
grounds that the grant of immunity is improper. 
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1 9 

! 


■ 

am 

c -’ Panaro, have you uver observed 3 


■ 

card S aaa at Hairy's Social Club in which 


3 

approximately five percent of the amount bet on 


* 4 

m 

eaca nand is raked and deposited in a box kept 


if 5 

by the Ziginetta dealer? 


1 

A. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 



the grounds ny answer nay tend to incriminate ne 


1 

on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 


1 

and ITinth Amendments of the Constitution on the 


10 

| 

future grounds that the grant of immunity is 


1 11 

improper. 


1 

V* hr. Panaro, have you aver been oresant at Harry's 


13 

§ 

Social Club when Joseph Fino or Michael Bona 


1 

removed the raked money from the dealer's box and 


1 

thereafter counted, retained or loaned out such 


1 10 1 

money? 


■ 17 ; 

A. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 


| 18 ! 

the grounds my answer may tend to incriminate me 


i 13 

on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 


i ■ 

to 

o 

and Ninth Amendments of the Constitution, on the 


l 

future grounds that the grant of immunity is 


o*> 

• 

' 

1 

improper. 


1 

Q. Mr. Panaro, do you have any knowledge at all that 


■ 

B 
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1 !i Salvatore Fieri has a financial interest in 

! 

2 Nairy's Social Club? 

3 I, A. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 

I 

4 the grounds that ny answer cay tend to incriminate 

5 me on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 

6 jj Ninth Amendments of the Constitution and on the 

7 future grounds that the grant of immunity is 

3 : improper. 

9 !! Q. Mr. Panaro, have you ever been present at the 
10 premises known as the Blue Banner Social Club also 

u known as the Gettysburg Social Club located at 

jo I Fourteenth and Connecticut Street in Buffalo, New 


M:: A - 


York? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me, on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, Ninth Amendment of the Constitution, on the 
future grounds that the grant of immunity is 
improper? 

Mr. Panaro, do you have any knowledge personally 
or otherwise -regarding the operation of a Ziginettc 
card game at the Connecticut Street Social Club in 
which a percentage of the amount bet on each hand 
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1 

11 | 


i 

was raked and deposited in a box kept by the 


i 

Ziginett z dealer? 


i 

.4. I respectfully doc lino to answer that i;u23 tion on 


" 4 

the grounds that ray answer may tend to incriminate 


I 

me, on the "rounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 


1 

Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the Constitution and 


7 1 

on the future grounds that the grant of immunity 


1 

i3 improper. 


I 

Q. Hr. Panaro, do you underatand that you may be held 


10 

in Civil contempt for your refusing to answer that 


1 11 

and that this may result in your incarceration 


1 

until such tine that you testify or until such 


13 ! 

time that the Grand Jury terminates its tern? 


1 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 


1 

the grounds that that answer may tend to incrimin¬ 


16 

a 

ate me on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 


• 17 

Sixth, Hinth Amendment of the Constitution and 


K 18 

the future grounds that the grant of immunity is 


19 

improper? 


* 20 

0. All right. Hr. Par.nro, X went you to know you can 

j 


I 21 

leave the room at any time you want to talk to 


_ 22 

Hr. Pm mm who's waiting outside, your attorney. 


■ 

23 

| 

Hr. Panaro, have you aver bean present at the 


1 
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11 |j Q- 


13 

14 II 

15 j A. 

16 

17 

18 


10 | 


20 


22 


23 


i Q. 


A. I 


Connecticut Street Social Club when Nicholas 
Rinaldo or I7ij.ll.3ni Sciolino removed the rake money 
tro-i the dealer's box and thereafter counted, 
retained or loaned such money? 

I respectfully decline to answer the questions 
on the grounds that ray answer nay tend to incriminate 
ne on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and llinth Amendment of the Constitution and the 
future grounds that the grant of immunity is 
inproper. 

Mr. Panaro, have you yourself ever borrowed money 
from Nicholas Rina Ido, or William Sciolino or 
xor the si::-for-five rate of interest or any other 
rate of interest? 

I respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and Ninth Amendment of the Constitution and the futus 
grounds i-nat tne grant or immunity is improper. 

Hr. Panaro, have you ever seen a Nicholas Rinaldo 
o*■*illiam ociolitio iouning money to any persons 
for a si;;-for-live rate of interest? 
i. respectfully decline to answer the question on the 
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4 |j 

5 ;j Q. 
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7 l| 
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Xu j 
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15 


16 


Q. 


17 

18 
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19 I 

20 
21 


grounds ny answer cay Irani to incriminate raa on the 
grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and ninth 
Amendments of the Constitution, and on the future 
grounds that the grant of immunity is improper. 

Hr. Panaro, have you yourself ever personally 
borrowed money from Frank Chimento at a si:;-for-five 
rate of interest or do you know of any other person 
who has borrowed money from Frank Chiaento at 
such a rate of interest? 

1 respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate me 
on the groiuids of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and Ninth Amendments of the Constitution and on 
the future grounds that the grant of immunity is 
improper. 

.Hr., Panaro, were you present at the Connecticut 
Street Social Club on or about August 6th of 1974 
when Frank Timinari was beaten by Frank Chimanto 
to force the payment of a si::-for-five loan? 

I respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds my answer nay tend to incriminate me, 
on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and Ninth Amendment of the Constitution and on the 
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1 

1 

i 

14 



1 

i ! 

future ".round that the grant of immunity is 



2 1 

invar oner. 



3 |: 

ii 

Q. Hr. Panaro, do you !;no ./ if Salvators Fieri derives 



4 : 

Ii 

any financial interest whatsoever froe his operation 



5 ! l 

of the Ziginecte game at the Connecticut Street 



6 i 1 

Social Club? 



7 I 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question 


• 

8 1 

on the grounds my answer may tend to incriminate 



9 ! 

ne on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 



10 1 

Si::th and Hinth Amendment of the Constitution and 



11 

on the future grounds that the grant of immunity 



12 

| 

is improper. 



13 

Q. .Hr. Panaro, were you present at Hairy's Social 



1 

14 

Club cn October 2nd, of 1974, while Joseph Fino 



15 

wa 3 also present and while a Ziginette game was 



16 

in progress? 



17 

A . I respectfully decline to answer that question on 



13 

the grounds that my answer nay tend to incriminate 



19 

ne on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 



20 

| 

Si::th and ninth Amendments of the Constitution and 



21 

on the future "rounds that the grant of immunity 



22 

is improper. 

- 


23 

|Q. Mr. Panaro, ware you present at Hairy's Social Club 


■1 
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A. 
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c.a 2io vember 22nd of 1074 nit which clue Salvetors 
Fieri iws also there? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer nay tend to Incriminate 
ne on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 

Sixth and rlinth Amendment of the Constitution and 
on the future grounds that the grant of immunity-. - 
is improper. 

Mr. Panaro, I don't have any more questions to ask 
you, I just want to advise you that if you wish, 
you can leave the room and consult »/ich your Counsel 
and then return here if you have changed your mind, 
do you want to leave the room to talk to your 
Counsel? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 

4 

me, on the grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 

Sixth and llinth Amendment of the Constitution and 
the future grounds that the grant of immunity is 
improper. 

’-<3: All right. Mr. Panaro, you can leave. 

(thereupon, at 11:20 the Witness left 
the Grand Jury room.) 

.% JL 

•* *% •» 
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This is to CERTIFY that I. SAETO VITRAKO. having 

* ' 


4 i 

attendad a session of the Federal Grand Jury, as Grand 


6 

Jury Stenographer, on March 5th, 1975, reported tha 


6 

proceedings contained in the foregoing fifteen pages at 


7 

the time and place set forth in the heading in the 


8 

foregoing natter. That the transcript is an accurate 


9 

and complete record of the proceedings to the best of 


10 

my ability. 


a 
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il UiiXTHD STATES DISTRICT CO'JT.T 
v.zz'z i:y; district of n:7 yo:t:: 


c ' v e >s 
| * MAii j 1975 * 

<9/, ^ 

io sfiiw r 


STATEMENTS ; TUZ UU7.TID STATES OF AtE?J1CA, 


-vs- 


EXAMiNATIONSj JOiQ| Q0 ,v 
BEFORE TRIAL,! * * 
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D s L'-e.ji ikTrrtv 


DSPOS1TIONS 
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in proceeding- held l^lrorc tha'Ur< L -e- 5 ^^^-.>s ^ 4 ' '■ 
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CONFERENCES 


CONVENTIONS 


ARBITRATIONS 
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12:09 P.M. '\ : ' V—.. . y 1 ! 

\ v< : ’> xOs^ // iij 

APPEAKAUCES: IIICIIAIID J. AFCASAJdSC^X/ 

'' . United Stn tas Attorn^yO\\ ^ . 

• ?y J-'-kas W. Oresens, fcsjcjl, y 

Special Justice Department A^arnay, 

Uni tad States Court ho n se, j "’^s / 

Buffalo, Slew York. ! ij; 


1 .VjJ U ANiX 


KATIILLdi, mN^-’COD, 

Grand Jar** Court 'Jeporto.r. 


CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER 
LICENSED BY THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 
CERTIFICATE NO. 517 


$ac!t IV. 4/uni (2. S. J%. 

OFFICIAL SUPREME COURT REPORTER 
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2 

3 ; 

4 I 


6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


l-Iow York, afcor being duly called end sworn, testified 
as follows : 

| EXAMTITATIOH BY :-S. : 


yourself by anything you say. ■» 


IIR. GILES Bn S: lir. Bona, as you know, you were before 
Judge Curtin this morning. I want to be 
sure that you are aware that you have been 
granted immunity from prosecution in 
connection with your testimony today. b r hat 
that naans, sir, you can not incriminate 

'hat is, 

14 j! anything that you say ip. this Grand Jury 

15 |i can not be used against you in a Court of 

16 Law. The only crime for which you can be 

|i 

17 [1 prosecutes is perjury, it you perjure 

18 yourself and give false information before 

|j 

19 j this Grand Jury here today. Judge Curtin 

. 

20 has already signed this order granting 

21 | you immunity iron prosecution. Your Counsel 

22 'hr. 'hrphy is right outside this room, and 

1 

23 II you have the right to leave this Grand Jury 
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1 ' n> r -’ r — *vC . f, 

.u. '.KVi, you uavs e*on granted i-r.unity 

2 f -"’ i3 pwsocnsion. Z vU >a.!y o-olaj.„o<l 

|| 

3 that tc E 01 -- Ska granting of incmnity is 

4 |j n ful1 u "' s i-naunity. You can not be 

5 prosecuted for anythin- that you say in 

6 this room unless it’s a lie, In that case, 

7 youyeorrait perjury. Do you understand 

8 that, sir? 

9 THE WITNESS: I refuse to decline to answer on the 

0 grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 

1 end ninth Amendments of the United States 

2 Constitution and on the further ground 

3 that the granting of irmunity is improper. 

4 j MR. GHESENS: When you say you "refuse to decline" 

.I * 

5 yo u mean you are not going to answer the 

5 ij question? 

7 j; THE WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the 

5 j grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth Sixth 

) 1 •">ud Ninth Amendments of the United Sta-^s 

l “ *■'** 

> nnd on 1:he further ground that the granting 

l ' '>f Immunity is irjprooer. 

- MR. GP.C.SEN3: Mr. Tone, between June of 1974 and 
i 1 February of 1075, did you over soo a 


% 
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ji 


7 ? r • *-> ; 


C p •;** •** n- 1 '»*•! 


p I ■' ye 1 o i: I ' c: try’: 


Social Club' 


3 THE 


WITNESS: I v.'ovJ.d liha to to i!c to my Counsel. 


4 MR. GRE3SNS: Certainly. 

5 (Whereupon, the Witness then left the 

6 jj Grand Jurj' room.) 

7 jj (Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 

8 the Grand Jury roon.) 

9 THE WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the 

! 

10 ! grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 

n and Ninth and Fourteenth Amendments of 


United States Constitution end on the 


further ground that the granting of iaraunit 
if improper. 


15 ii HR. GEE SENS: I have already explained to you that 

j 

16 you have been granted immunity. I want 

r 

17 you to be also aware that you nay be held 

18 in Civil contempt by Judge Curtin for 

|l 

19 your refusal to testify. Do you under- 

i 

20 1 stand that, sir? 

rpTjTT* r yrmv^r c • f* #« », *r 

i. w j. jl • *>4 o & . c*. c o n. » t 1 .. t. • 


HR. 


Cxire. Go ahead. 


('•’sere cs or., the Witness then left the 
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T 


N 


■ / 


1 Crond Jury room.) 

I 

jj v^nureupon, the Witness than re-entered 

3 |j Grand Jury room.) 

4 jj THE WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the 

5 |j grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 

6 ant Ninth Amendments and Fourteenth 

7 Amendment of the United States and on the 

8 further -round that the granting of iamunit 

9 I is improper. 

10 “3-. , „ir. Bona, have you ever seen Joseoh 

- 

11 |j I lie ha el Fino supervising the collection of 

12 j! ironey from any Eiginette game or super- 

13 vising the loaning of money in connection 

14 V7ith n «y Siginatte game at Fairy's Social 

15 Club? 

16 WITNESS; Can I consult with my lawyer? 

17 HR. GR2SENS; Sure. 

18 (Whereupon, the Witness then left the 

19 ! Grand Jury room.) 

| 

20 jl (Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 

i , 

21 tiie Grand Jury room.) 

22 THE WITNESS; I respectfully decline to answer on the 

33 'W*- 3 nncs of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 


JACK W. HUNT. C. S N.. OFFICIAL 


SUI'HEMf COUNT WLPOM TC N 


I 




1 I 




* 


...in-:h and esnth Arcetdausn t c 


* * * > *» T 'r* 4 '-il CJ ~ ^ r *■» 1 #•>*-» *• v 

-> i — .— .* - l- ur.'> un i.i.o 


..urhncr grounc: 


that "he granting of i 


craunlty Is improper. 


GPESiibo : Isr. Pone, do you hove any knowledge. 


either personal or hearsay or otherwise, 


that Charles iia.- saro , Joseph Fino , Angelo 


Ilasoaro and John V. Cannilleri were the 


original fourcars of Fairy's Social Club 


ir: spring of 1974 and that Salvatore 


Fieri took over John Carnallleri f s Interest 


in the club after the letter's death? 


FITNESS: Can I talk to ley lawyer? 


O A WJ tli.1 U , 


(thereupon, the Fitness then left the 


Orar.d jury room. ) 


(thereupon, the Fitness then re-entered 


the Grand Jury room.) 


FITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the . 


grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 


and Ninth and Fourteenth Anendaants to the -- 


of the Fruited States Constitution and on 


'he lurcher ground that the granting of 


xr-nviu.ty is irprepnr. 


JACK W HUNT, 4 S U OM ICIAU SUPNtMC. COUNl HLPPRTCN 


( 






! 8 

• 

1 



1 

IIr * Bon:i » you aver borrowed coney 



o 

** J Social Club f roc Josenh Fino , 



3 

Michael Bona, Gaetano Miceli or Frank 



4 

Farstauzzo 'i' 



5 

T1IS WITNESS: Can I talk to ny Counsel? 

\ 


6 

MR. GRESENS: Sure. 



7 

(/.hereupon, the Witness then left the 



8 

Grand Jury room.) 



9 

(Uhereupon, tae Witness then re-entered 



10 

the Grand Jury room.) 



11 

THE WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the 



12 

grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 



13 

and ainth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 



14 

United h totas Constitution and on the 



“ 

iurtuar ground that the granting of 



lo ; 

immunity is improper. 



17 

MR. GRESENS: Mr. Bona, have you ever observed Joseph 



18 

a ', Michael Bona, Frank Fantauzzo, 



19 

uaetar.o Ilicali, loaning money t;o any 

• 


20 | 

person at Na try's Social Club at a six-for- 



21 1 

II 

/:?.ve rata of interest or at any other rate 



CM 

of interest? 

' 


23 ! 

xali. WITNESS;* Can I talk to my lawyer? 




JACK W. HUNT. C. & R OFFICIAL SUPREME COUNT REPORTER 

i 



tm 

7 0 







1 

9 

i 

1 


1 

1 

1 

IVX. Qi IES.2NS: Yes;, sir. 


1 

(whereupon, the Witness than left the 


1 

Grand Jury roars. ) 


4 

■ 

(thereupon, the Witness then re-entered 


8 5 

the Grand Jury roon.) 


1 

THE WITHES5 : I respectful!} 7 decline to answer on the 


7 

8 

grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 


■ 8 

1 

sad IIinth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 


1 

United States Constitution and on the 


1 ‘° ! 

further ground that the granting of immunit 

7 


if improper. 


I 12 i 

MR. : i-Ir. yjU3, have you ever observed a 

- 

■ 13 ! 

Elgin site game at Hairy's Social Club in 


14 ! 

which approximately five percent of the 


1 15 

amount bet on each hand was raked and 


I 1G i 

deposited in a special box kept by the 


17 

m 

Ziginette dealer? 


1 is . 

THE WITNESS: Can I talk to my Counsel? 


1 19 

MR. GRESENS: Yes, sir. 


20 | 

■ 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 


8 21 

Gr a u>1 Jur y J:j oa.) 


■ 22 

8 

(.'hereupon, the Witness than re-entered 


23 

| 

th a Grand . J ury roo n.) 
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10 


- I seepocttvlly Hoc Una ':o nncvar on the 

Grounds c£ the First, fourth, Fifth, Birth, 
iilnth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
Lni_ed ^tares Constitution and on the 
xurtaer ground that the granting of 
immunity is improper. 

GRSSE1TS: Hr. Bona, have you ever been present at 
Hairy’s Social Club when Joseph Fino or 
Michael Bona removed the raked money from 
c-Le dealer’s oo>: and thereafter counted, 
retained or loaned out such money? 

WITNESS: Can I tall: to my Counsel? 

GBESEMS; Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand .Jury room.) 

(■.(hereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

WITHES3 : I respectfully decline to answer on the 

grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
Winch and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
d..it■ id States Constitution and on the 
further ground that the granting of immunit 
if improper. 
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1 




11 



1 

l 

> n 
l‘L>\ # 

vsitic: :.i,e 

-* 0n J > you know that you hr. ye be-?n 




1 

** i 



granted iununity from pro secution, and 



1 

3 



you know t.iat anything you aay can not be 


» 


4 



uaod a.yj ins t you. Do you understand that. 



1 

5 ! 



sir? 



1 

6 ! 

THS 

WITS2S5 

- respectfully decline to answer on the 




7 | 



grounc: 3 or the first, Fourth, Fifth and S i;w 

:h 


1 

8 1 



and Minth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 



I 

9 ! 



United States Constitution and on the 



■ 

10 



further ground that the granting of immunity 

r 


1 

11 



is improper. 




12 

2-IP.. 

GH2S2US: 

Uere you present at Hairy'a Social Club 




13 i 



on December 11th, 1974 at approximately 



l 

14 



twelve-fifty A, M. when a Zigiaatta game 



l 

15 

1 


was in progress in which over three thousand 



| 

16 



dollars was wagered during a single hour? 



1 

17 

TH3 

WITNESS: 

Can I to.Ik to ray Counsel? 



l 

18 

MX. 

GXDS ZH s: 

Certainly, sir. 



■ 

10 



(‘./hereupon, the Witness then left the 



■ 

20 

i 


Grand Jury room.) 



l 

21 



(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 



1 

22 



11: o G r a n d Jur y room.) 



■ 

1 

23 

•T’ t T7 

*. tlJLl 

UITUFJS : 

I respectfully decline to answer on the 



■ 

1 
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12 


3 ! 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


10 


11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 | 

17 : 

18 

■o I 
20 

21 i 

22 

23 


-oir ah, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth and 
Fourteenth Amendments of the United States 
Constitution and on the further ground 
that the granting of immunity is improper. 

HR. GRISuNS: Hr. Bona, do you have any knowledge 

whatsoever, personal or otherwise, hearsay 
or otherwise, regarding the activities of 
ona Cnarle3 Cassaro in furnishing loan 
aoney or otherv/isa participating in loan 
sharking activities at a six-for-five loans 
at hairy s Soclei Club or at any other 
location? 

iilS hlTiIiiSS: Can X talk to iry Counsel? 

HR. GRESBUS: Yes, sir. 

(Whereupon, tno Witness then l<*ft the 
Grand Jury rooa.) 

('..hereupon, the Witness than re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

; X respectfully decline to answer on the 

4 

ground of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and ninth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution and on the 
further ground that the granting of imuunitjr 


THE WITNESS 
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If 





13 


» 

o 1 VT* 

L \ k .av 

° 11 

•i - 


1 5. «j W.ST'rO D-*.“ . 

G3-C.SEMS : Hr. 3 a no , ha ve you yours a If personally 
c-er barrage cl money at a six-for-five 
rate from William Sciolina, Nicholas 

5 Rina Ido, Michael Bona, Joseph Fino or 

6 Frank Chiaento? 

WITNESS: Can I talk to ay lawyer? 

GRESZNS: Ygh, sir. 

(Whereupon. the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

’vj.Ti.TEIS : r respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and Ninth and Fourteenth .Amendments of 
the United States Constitution and on the 
further ground that the granting of immunity 
is imoroper. 

MR. GRZ3S11S: Mr. Bona, have you ever seen present at 
the premises known as the Blue Banner 
! • o o 1 1 Club, a .•.so known as the Gettysburg 
Social Club, located at Fourteenth and 
Connecticut Streets in Buffalo, Mew York, 


7 jj THE 

8 j; ia. 

9 

10 !; 

i 

n " 

11 

12 

13 I; THE 

It 

14 i : 

15 

16 

17 

18 

10 j 

20 I 

21 
22 
23 
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1 

.**1 f"» '"a 

•i .. -i ' 4 \ j y \j ui j 

bserved n Zi 

dinette 

2 

game in progress there in 

v;hich a 

3 

o:c the amount 

bet on each 

ha p d wa 

4 , 

and deposited 

in a special 

box he 

5 

Ziginette deal 

er ? 



6 THE 

7 j| MR. 

8 

9 i : 


10 




11 

12 !! TH! 


13 




14 

15 

16 

17 i 

I 

18 !i MR. 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


WITNESS: Can I talk to my lawyer? 

GR^SENS; Yos, sir. Go ahead. 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(whe_au?on, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the 

grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 1 
Ninth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 

- j t<~_es oonstrtutror. and on the j 

furcaer ground cna t the granting of immunity 
is improper. 

GR2SENS: Mr. Bona, were you present at Nairy-s 
Social Club on October 23rd of 1974 at 
approximately five-thirty l'.M. at which 
true mere was a /.igiuette game in progress 
there and in which over two thousand dollars 
was bet during a single hour of play? 

JACK W. HUNT. C. S W OFFICIAL SUFRlMf COUNT Mt FOR TCR 





■» *7 : ■' r r n • —• <** 


?.ro r*r »''7 
• •A* 'jt iv—*O ujLIO 


J. *: to ny lo^yer 


(Whereupon, the Witness chon left the 
Grand Jury rooa.) 

(Whereupon, tha Witness than re-entered 
the Grand Jury ro on.) 

TH^ .;j.TW^.SS: X respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 
and ITinth and Fourteenth /inendnants of 
the United States Constitution and on the 
further ground of tha granting of i~:aunit 7 
is inornper. 

ilH. Gh-ioC'IS: Ur. Bona, were you present at Msiry*s 
Social Club on October 31st of 1974 at 
approximately eleven-thirty P.U. at which 
time a Ziginetto g.nae was in progress and 
at which tine over one thousand dollars 
was bet during a one hour period? 

T1IE WITNESS j Can L tail, co rav Counsel? 


>.VO P7’7C 7"TO . 
• iA » U. J • 


Vp q q 

- — »j — , 


(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand .Tury rccm. ) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
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I 






a Grand Jury room.) 


v. i.u : 


; I resnectfully decline to anawer on the 
grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
llinth end Fourteenth Amendments of the 


United States Constitution and on the 
further "round that the "ranting of immunity 
is improper. 

GRESSNS; Mr. Bona, do you have any knowledge, 

personal or otherwise, hearsay or otherwise^ 
regarding persons who have been beaten by 
William Sciolino, Nicholas Ninaldo or 

I 

Frank Chimento to force the repayments of 
debts which carry a rate of interest at a 
six-for-five rate? 

WITNESS: Can I tall: to ny lawyer? 

GRESENS: Yes, sir. 

I 

(Whereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness than re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

WITNESS: I respectfulLy decline to answer on the 

grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
Ninth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
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17 


4 ii :u. 


8 ' THS 


I! 


10 


11 1 

li 


13 


11 


15 ij 

W ■ 

17 1 * 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


23 


U'• • i•-e*3 o tut •• *s Cor:stitetien and on tha further 
ground that the granting of immunity is 

« *"* j-n vr» n a .** 

— ^ r *■*- • 

GSES2MS: Mr. '3 on a, ware you present at the 

Connecticut Street Social Club on or about 
August 6th, 197A, when Frank Timineri was 
beaten by Frank Chimento? 

WITNESS: Con I talk to my lawyer? 

! 

MR. 0R2SENS: Yes, sir. 

(thereupon, the Witness then left the 
Grand Jury room.) 

(Whereupon, the Witness then re-entered 
the Grand Jury room.) 

WITNESS: I respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, 3i::th, 
liinfh and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution and on the 
further ground that the granting of immunity 
is improper. 

GRESZNS: lit. Cana, 7. have told you before today. 

7. just went to repeat so that we're absolutely 
clear. Judge Curtin has signed nr. immunity 
order which grants you. immunity from 


i-ic. 


MR. 


• • 
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IS 


3 

4 


7 I! THE 

8 
9 

10 1! 


ii 




12 


prosecution 'or anythin;; chit you any here. 
What this naina is that you can not 
incriminate yourself hare today. You have 
had an opportunity to speak to your Counsel 
and are you satisfied that you have had a 
full opportunity to talk to your lawyer? 

WITHES3; I respectfully decline to answer on the 

grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
ITinth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution and on the furthe 
ground that the granting of immunity is 
improper. 


13 HR. GR2SE1IS : Hr. Bone, I just want to tell you that 

14 I the Government intends to move that Judge 

15 Curtin can find you in Civil contempt for 

16 : refusing to answer before the Grand Jury. 

j 

17 I want you to be aware that that could be 

18 t consequence of your failure to answer 

19 j; the questions here today. Do you understand 

■ 

20 II that, sir? 

' 

2 1 ; THE WTKE3S: I respectfully decline to answer on the 

22 || grounds of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 

23 II ninth and Fourteenth Amendments of the 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
UTS TERN DISTRICT 0? I! El I YCRIC 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


STATEMENTS 


-vs- 


JOHN DOS, 


EXAMINATIONS 
BEFORE TRIAL! 


DEPOSITIONS 


^De|g& n t 



jV?. 


^^^stimony of^RANX Mt^TN^talcen 


CONFERENCES 


CONVENTIONS 


j liewjYdrk, taken on M^efT i 

I 11 :^ A. M . 
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CERTIFICATE NO. 517 
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1 i; F R A N R i -l A H 3 S I 5 0 , 22 9 Hampshire S treat, 


2 j Buzralo, Hew Yor 1:, haying been duly cslle 


u ana sworn 


3 ; testified as follows: 


5 EXAMINATION BY MR. GRESENS; 


7 , Q. Mr. Mambrino, you appeared before Judge Curtin 


this morning, and the Judge signed an order grantin' 7 


you immunity from prosecution in connection with 


your testimony before the Grand Jury here today. 


low, what teat means is that nothing that you say 


in this room can be used against you in a Court of 


Law, nor can anything that you say in this room 


be used to develop furtner evidence to be used 


against you in a Court of Law. This simoiy means 


that you have bean granted immunity from prosecution 


in connection with your testimony today. The only 


crime for which you can be prosecuted which occurs 


ae *-° <-oday is perjury, it you choose to give false 


information. A court reporter is here and is talcin'* 


down all your statements, so }. must advise you, sir, 


that if you do choose to testify, testify truthfully. 


Now, your Counsel, Mr. La line, is waiting right 
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3 


outside the door. Please feel free at any tine 
you want to ask him any questions that you want 
regarding any natters that occur here, any questions 
or any thoughts that you nay have on your own. We’ll 
grant you as much tine as you need to go to Mr. 

La line. Do you understand all that,sir? 


7 A. Yes. 


8 Q. 


ii A. 


18 Q. 


Mr. Manbrino, have you ever-been present at the 
prenises known as Hairy'c Social Club located at 
314 West Ferry Street, Buffalo, Hew York? 

On the advice of ny lawyer, I respectfully decline 
to answer that question on the grounds that my 
answer nay tend to incrininate me, and on further 
grounds that to answer that question would violate 
ny rights under the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 

and Ninth Amendments to the United States Consti¬ 
tution . 

Mr. Mambrino, i just want to advise you again that 
you have been granted immunity in connection with 
your appearance here today. And, any statements 
that you make in this room cannot be used against 
you nor can they be used to develop further infor¬ 
mation that could be used against you. 3)o you 
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4 




5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

11 

15 

16 
17 
13 
ID 
20 
21 
22 
23 


A. 

0 . 



understand that, sir. 

Yes. 

liow, if you want to leave the room to talk to Mr. 

La line, please feel free to do so. Do you want to 
30 out and talk to hin? 

Mo. 

I want you to also understand, Mr. Mambrino, that 
if you do refuse to answer questions here, the 
Government will nova in Judge Curtin’s Court- for 
an order holding you in contempt of this Grand Jury 
' Ji ysur rerusal to answer. Xf granted, this order 
would direct your incarceration, 10 Delaware Avenue, 
unti^. suen uj.as as you do answer or until such txme 
as this Grand Jury empires or eighteen months, 
whichever is shorter. Do you understand that, sir? 
Yes. 

And, you still refuse to answer that question? 

I give the same answer as the first one. First 
Amendment. 


Mow, let the record reflect that Mr. Mambrino has 
a piece or paper in front or him which he read the 


first answer. And, Mr. Mambrino, whenever you 
reruse to answer, you're going to have to give 
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3 rour answer In full for any reason chat you want 
to answer, but you just can't say I refuse to 
answer for the same reason I gave the first one. 

All right. 

Now, Hr. Mambrino, between June of 1974 and February 
of 1975, did you ever see a Ziginatte card game 
played at Nairy's Social Club? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 
ne and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States.Constitution. 

Mr. Mambrino, have you ever seen Joseph Michael 
Fino supervising the collection of money for any 
Ziginetta game or supervising the loaning of money 
In connection with any Ziginatte game at Nairy's? 

X respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 
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■ 1 

ftp 

o 

1 1 

H‘ a^aia, :lr. ..•lomorino, I we n i you to Ten aw that 

2 

you can loavs the room at any time you want to 

3 

talk to Hr. Lalinj-^. Do you understand that? 

1 

A. Yes. 

ft 5 

Q. Do you want to 30 out and talk to your lawyer? 

6 

A. Ho. 

ft 

Q. Mr. Mambrino, do you have any knowledge whatsoever 

1 8 

that Charles Cassaro, Joseph Fino, Angelo Massaro, 

9 

and John V. Camnilleri were the original founders 

ft 10 

of Hairy * 0 Social Club in the spring of 1974, and 

1 11 

that Salvatore Fieri has taken over John Cammilleri * t 

1 12 

interest in the latter’s death? 

13 

1 A. 1 respectfully decline to answer that question on 

ft 

the grounds that ray answer may tend to incriminate 

g 15 

me and on further grounds that to answer that 

16 

question would violate ay rights under the First, 

ft 17 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Kin ch Amendments to the 

ft 18 

United States Constitution. 

19 

Q. X just want you to keep in mind, Mr. Mambrino, that 

ft 20 

you have been granted immunity from prosecution 

1 21 

here. And, that your failure to answer questions 

22 

could result in your incarceration until such time 

• 23 

as 3 'ou answer just as I’ve explained before. Do 


m 

0 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 


q. 


A. 


Q. 


7 


you understand that? 

Yes. 

You still refuse to answer? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that ray answer nay tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 


Hr. Hambrino, have you ever borrowed money from 
Nairy*s Social Club from Joseph Fino, Michael Bona, 
Gaetano Miceli, Franlc Fantauzno or Gasper Bona at 
a six-for five rate of interest or at any other 


rate of interest? 


I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer nay tend to incriminate 
ne and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Hr. Hambrino, have you ever observed Joseph Fino, 
Michael Bona, Front: Fnntauzzo, Gaetano Miceli, or 
Gasper Bona, loaning money to any parson at Hairy*£ 





8 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 
21 ) 
21 
22 
23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 

0 , 


A. 


Social Ciub at a si::- for-five rate of interest or 
at any other rate of interest? 

I *espactrully decline to answer that question on 
t*.*e 3-ounds teat ny answer nay tend to incrininste 
ne and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate ny rights under the First, 

.l' ourtn. Fifth, Sixtn and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Manor!no, x just want to remind you that you 
can leave the room at any time to talk to Mr. lali n a 
Do you wish to talk to Mr. Lali m3 row? 

No. 

Mr. Mnnbrir.o, have you aver observed a Zigiaette 
card game at Nairy*s Social Club in which approximate 
j.ive percent of the amount bet on each hand was 
a:vsd and deposited in a special bo:: kept b^ the 
Ziginette dealer? 

X ^.ecpec trulxy decline to answer that question on 
the ground that my answer m.sy tend to incrimina te 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Girth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 
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I 


1 j Q. Hr. Mamerino, hav 2 you ever ba^n present at: Hairy* 

2 ' Social Club when Joseoh FIno or Michael Boca 


3 i removed the raked money from the dealer*s borr and 

4 thereafter counted, retained, or loaned out such 

6 money? 

6 A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 

7 | the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 

8 me and on the further grounds that to answer-.that ques 

9 would violate my rights under the First, Fourth, 

0 | Fifth, Sixth and ITinth Amendments to the United 

1 States Constitution. 

2 Q. Mr. Mambrino, do you have any knowledge, personal 

3 or otherwise, to the effect that the Ziginette game 

.1 | at Hairy * s Social Club was in continuous operation 

| 

5 ti between June and November of 1974, and that Michael 

[6 Bona, Gasper Bona, Thomas Mieeli, Joseph Fino, 

L 7 Frank Fantaucro and Joseph Moses were employed to 

[8 manage or supervise the Ziginette game there? 

10 A. I resoectfully decline to answer that question on 

I 

20 the grounds that my answer nay tend to incriminate 

2 1 1 me and on the further grounds that to answer that 

22 question would violate my rights under the Hirst, 

23 Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and ITinth Amendments to the 
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United States Constitution. 

Hr. Mambriao, you’re continuing to refuse to answer 
questions and I just want you to clearly understand 
that you can be held in contempt for this . Do you 
understand that, sir? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that ny answer nay tend to incriainat- 
na and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth ana Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Mambriao, have you ever been present at the 
premises sometimes known as the Blue Banner Social 
Club, also known as the Gettysburg Social Club, 
located at Fourteenth and Connecticut Streets in 
Buffalo, New York, and have you observed a Ziginette 
card game there in which a percent of the amount 
bet on each hand was raked and deposited in a 
special box kept by the Ziginette dealer? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on the further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my right3 under the First, 
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1 

tourth, -1-tn, Sixth, and Ninth Amendments to the 

; 

2 

United States Constitution 


3 

Q. Mr. Mambrino, have you ever been present at the 


4 

Connecticut Street Social Club when Nicholas Rinaldo 

1 

t 

5 

or William, Sciolino removed the raked money from 

J 

6 

uha dealer s bo:: and thereafter counted, retained. 

• 

7 

or loaned out such money? 


8 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on the 

\ 

9 

i ground that my answer may tend to incriminate me 


10 

and on further grounds that to answer that question 


11 

would violate my rights under the First, Fourth, 


12 

Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the United 


13 

States Constitution, 

' 

14 

Q. Mr. Maabrino, do you want to go out and talk to 


15 

Mr. La lime at this time? 

~ , 

16 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 


17 

the grounds tnat my answer may tend to incriminate 

i 


18 

. 

me and on further grounds that to answer that 

i 

19 

queption would violate my rights under the First, 

i 

20 

iourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 


21 : 

United States Cor.3 ticution. 


22 | 

Q. Well, I only asked you if you wanted to talk to 


23 1 

your lawyer. I take it you don't, so ?.'ll ask you 
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I 


V 


j * 

tha next question. Have you yourself ever borrowed 
2 || money from Nicholas PJLnaldo or Nillism Sciolino 

at a si::- for- five rate of interest or at any other 

4 rata of interest or have you seen Nicholas Rinaldo 

5 ! or William Sciolmo loan any money to any person 

6 at a sin-for-five rate of interest? 

0 

7 A . 1 respectfully decline to answer that question on 

8 I the ground that ay answer nay tend to incriminate 

9 . ne and on further grounds that to answer that 

10 question would violate ay rights .’under the First, 

11 Fourth, Firth, Si::tn, and Ninth Amendments to the 

12 ; United States Constitution. 

13 , 0. Mr. Mambrino, have you yourself ever personally 

I 

n borrowed money from Frank Chimento, also known as 

15 F rant: Poocnie, at a si::-for-five rate of interest, 

10 or do you know of any other parson who lias borrowed 

17 money iron the same Frank Chimento at such a rata 

13 of interest? 

19 ] A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 

20 1 the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 

21 rae and on further grounds that t:o answer that 

22 ; question would violate my rights under the First, 

I 

23 j Fourth, Fifth, Si::th and Ninth Amendments to the 
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1 United States Constitution. 

2 Q. Mr. Mambrino , uaro you present at the Connecticut 

3 Street Social Club on or about August 6 th of 1974, 

4 when Frank Tinlr.eri was beaten by Frank chimanto? 

5 A. 1 respectfully decline to answer that question 

6 on the ground that my answer nay tend to incriminate 


me and on further grounds that t 


o answer tea t 


ll Q* 


question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Uinta Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Do you have any knowledge, personal or otherwise, 
to the effect that the Ziginette game at the 
Connecticut Street Social Club has been in continuous 
operation between June and December of 1974, with 
Nicholas iUnaldo, William Sc io lino , Joseph 
3uscaglia, Robert Barresi, also known as Bobby- 
the-Tie, Chicky Russo, Lawrence Panaro, employed as 
managers or supervisors of this Ziginette game? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that 07 answer nay tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that question 
would violate my rights under the First, Fourth, 

Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the United 
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S tates Cons11 tutIon. 

Q. Mr. Mambrino, were you present at Hairy's Social 
ulub on June 27th, 1974, at approximately eleven 
4.M., during which time a Ziginatte game was In 
progress there In which the dealer was raking five 
percent of the amount bet on each hand? 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me, and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Q. Mr. Mambrino, on the same date, June 27th, 1974, 
the same time, approximately eleven A.M., did you 
yourself, sir, win several thousand dollars in a 
Ziginette game at Dairy's Social Club? 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me, and on the further grounds that to answer 
that question would violate my rights under the 
First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and ninth Amendments 
to the United States Constitution, 

Q. Hr. Mambrino, were you present at the Connecticut 
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5 |i A. 


ii 0. 


18 A. 


io 1 Q. 


°“ r ~ 3t oocxa i Club on or about August 19th of 1974, 

during which time a Zi r in^cra-n.-. r.,„ -t» . r ~ ^ 

°- LL4 U — o a *^ .-.as xn progress 

and in such Ztgiaatte 3 a 36 in which r.ina hundred 

a -i--* -y do liars xi a s bst on a c nolo -!ri nil ? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that ny answer may tend to incriminate 
me ana on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Hr. Maabrino, I don't have any more questions to 
ask you ._ I want you to know that if you choose, 
you can go outside and talk to your Counsel about 
i_ha questions you refused to answer, and if you 
wish to, you can come back in hare and take a 

second try at answering any or all of those question: 
I r ve asked you. 


Mr. Mambrino, X a Iso want you to know that your 
rerusal to answer questions here will be the basis 
for the Governor's application to hold you in 
contempt or this Grand Jury before Judge Curtin. 

Do you Tinders tend that? 
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A. Yes 


Q. That's all, ilr. i-Iaaorino, you can 30 , 



7 

8 I 

9 

10 j 

11 


12 

13 


14 I 

15 | 

16 
17 


IS 

19 

20 
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Tlaia is to CERTIFY that I, KRISTA K. SMITH, having 
attended a session of the Federal Grand Jury, as Grand 
Jury Stenographer, on March 5th, 1975, reported the 
proceedings contained in the foregoing sixteen pages 
at the tine and place set forth in the heading in the 
foregoing natter. That the transcript is an accurate 
and complete record of the proceedings to the best of a' 
ability. 


Vs. 

ICUSTA K. SMITH 
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ROBERT 0 L I V E R , 97 Swan Streat, Lackawanna, 
! Hew York, having been duly called and sworn, testified 
as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY MR. GRESENS: 

Q. Mr. Oliver, you appeared before Judge Curtin 

this morning and he signed an order granting 

II 

you immunity from prosecution in connection with 
your testimony before this Grand Jury. What that 
order means is that nothing that you say in 
thi3 room can be used against you later on 
in a Court of law, nor can any information that 
you give this Grand Jury be used to develop other 
information which can be used against you. All 

I 

this means is you have complete immunity whan 
you testify before this Grand Jury here today. 

This grant of immunity take 3 away your Fifth 
Amendment right to refuse to testify. I believe 
Judge Curtin told you and the ether gentleman 
in Court this morning that you cannot use your 
Fifth Amendment right to protect other people. 

| 

Now, your counsel, Mr. Lamentia, is right outside. 
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\ 


1 

| 3 

! 


I v/ant you to feeI free to leave the roota at 


1 

any time youwant to discuss any questions that 


3 

■ 

you have with hint. These questions can be either 


■ 




in relation to something I ask you or ju 3 t something 


1 

in your own mind that you want to clear up with 


| 

him, and thi3 Grand Jury will grant you as much 


• 

m 

time as you need to go talk to your lawyer. Do 


■ 

you understand that? 


1 9 

A. Yes. 


10 

■ 

Q. Mr. Oliver, have you ever been at the premises 


1 11 

known as Hairy's Social Club located at 314 Ue 3 t 


1 

Ferry Street, Buffalo, Maw York? 


13 1 

| 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question 


1 14 i 

on the ground that tny answer may tend to incriminate 


1 

me, and on further grounds that to answer that 


16 

■ 

question would violate ray rights under the First, 


H 

■ 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Minth Amendments to the 


| » 

United States Constitution. 


19 

| 

Q. Okay. Mow, let the record reflect that Mr. Oliver 


® 20 

read that statement from a piece of paper which 


I 21 

■ 

he '3 holding in his hand. Mr. Oliver, I want to 


22 

advise you once again, to repeat what I just said. 


® 23 

a 




JACK W. HUNT. C. ■» H OFFICIAL !»UPHIMK COUNT HLI'OHTCM 


1 I 


m lo 


X 



4 


2 

3 i; 

4 jj 

5 

6 i 

7 l| 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

13 
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15 

16 

17 j' 

18 
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Q. 


19 
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I ^ 

Q. 

I A. 
IQ. 


that you have bean granted immunity from prosecution. 
Accordingly, this takes away your Fifth Amendment 
right to refuse to testify. How, if you do refuse 
to answer questions before this Grand Jury, I 
want you to know that the Government will ask 
Judge Curtin issue an order remanding you to the 
custody of the United States Marshall, 10 Delaware 
Avenue, here in Buffalo, until such time as you 
testify. Do you understand that, sir? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, I want to know if you want to go out 
and talk to your attorney, Mr. Lamentia, before 
I ask any more questions. Do you want to leave 
the room to talk to him? 

I already had counsel with him. 

So, you don't wish to go now? 

No. Thank you anyway. 

Mr. Oliver, between June of 1974 and February of 


j 

i 


f 
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1 1975, did you ever see a Ziginette card game played 

2 at Hairy's Social Bar? 

11 

3;4. I respectfully decline to answer that question 

4 on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 

5 me and on further grounds that to answer that 

6 question would violate my rights under the First, 

7 Foui-th, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendment to the 

8 United States Constitution. 

9 Q. Mr. Oliver, have you ever seen Joseph Michael Fino 

10 supervising the collection of money from any 

11 Ziginette game or supervising the loaning of 

12 |j money in connection with any Ziginette game at 

13 I Hairy* s Social Club? 

14 4. I respectfully give the same answer. 

15 | Q. You're refu3ir.g to answer that question, sir? 

i 

16 4. Beg your pardon? 

11 * 

I 

17 ; Q. You're refusing to answer that question? 

18 4. V’ould you like me to read that or could I just 

19 respectfully refuse? 

20 Q. You can refuse. When I say you can refuse, I'm 

21 not allowing you to refuse to answer these questions. 

22 You're under a grant of immunity and you're required 

23 to answer these questions. And, I'm going to 
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1 I tell you right now it*a the Governments intention 

2 to hold you in contempt if you refuse to answer. 

I 

3 If you choose not to read the whole statement, 

I 

4 that's up to you. I'm not granting you any 

I 

5 authority not to answer questions. 

6 A. Can I go talk to my counsel for just a minute? 

7 |Q. Sure you can. 

8 I (Uhareupon, the witness left the 

9 ij Crand Jury room at 11:50 A.M.) 

LO (Whereupon, the witness re-entered the 


Grand Jury room at 11:52 A.M.) 


12 BY MR. GRSSEN3: 


13 , 0. Mr. Oliver, do you have something to say or 

11 do you want the question? 

1 

15 | 4. You can proceed. 

|| 

16 Q. Mr. Oliver, do you have any knowledge that Charles 

17 ' Cassaro, Joseph Fino, Angelo Massaro, and 

18 John V. Cammilleri were the original founders 


of Hairy's Social Club in the spring of 1974, 
and that Salvatore Fieri has taken over John 


21 jj Cammillori's interest in the club after the latter's 

22 j death? 

23 A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
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1 

7 

1 

1 

the ground that ny answer may tend to incriminate 


1 

me and on further grounds that to answer that 


3 

| 

question would violate my rights under the First, 


I 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and ninth Anendmends to the 


1 

United States Constitution. 

i 


6 

■ 

Q. Hr. Oliver, have you ever borrowed money at Hairy's 


i 7 

. 

Social Club from Joseph Fino, Michael iiona, 


I 

Gaetano Mieeli, Frank Fanfcauzzo, or Gasper Bona 


■ 

at a six for five rata of interest or at any other 


* 10 

rate of interest? 


1 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question 


■ 12 

on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 


13 

me and on further grounds that to answer that 


1 

question would violate ray rights under the First, 


1 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of 


16 1 

the united States Constitution. 


1. 

Q. Mr. Oliver, have you ever observed Joseph Fino, 


1 " 

Michael Bona, Frank Fantauzzo, Gaetano Mieeli, 


io ; 

| 

or Gasper Bona loaning ••onay to any persons at 


1 i 

Hairy's Social Club at a six for five rate of 


■ 21 

1 

interest or any other rate of interest? 


22 

| 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 


■ 23 

■ 

the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 


1 

1 
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f 


5 Q. 


10 || A. 


16 0 


19 I A. 


20 : Q. 


ma and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate ray rights under the 
First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments 
to the United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, have you ever observed a Ziginette 

card game at Hairy’s Social Club in which approximately 

five percent of the amount bet on each hand was 

raked and deposited in a special box kept by 

the Ziginette dealer? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
mo and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate ray rights under the First, 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution. | 

Mr. Oliver, I just want you to knew you can go 
out and talk to Mr. Lamentia at any time you want. 

Do you want to go out and talk to him now? 

No, thank you. 

Mr. Oliver, have you ever been present at 

Hairy’s Social Club when Joseph Fino or Michael Dona 

removed the raked money from the, dealer's box 

i 

and thereafter counted, retained, or loaned ouch 
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money? 

I res pact fully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that question 
would violate my rights under the First, Fourth, 

Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the United 
States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, do you have any knowledge, personal or 
otherwise, to the effect that the Ziginette game 
at Nairy’a Social Club I 123 been in continuous 
operation between June and December of 1974, and 
that Michael 3ona, Gasper Bona, Thomas Miceli, 

Joseph Fiuo, Frank Fantauzzo, and Joseph Mose3, 
have been employed to manage or supervise this 
Ziginette game? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my righto under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, have you ever been present at the 
premises kno^m as the Blue Banner Social Club, 
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> y/ l 


1 

10 

i 

1 

1 

also known as the Gettysburg Social Club, located 


0 

t* 

at Fourteenth and Connecticut Streets in Buffalo, 


3 

New York, and have you ever observed a Siginette 


4 ! 

card game in which a percent,of the amount bet 


5 

on each hand is raked and deposited in a special 


6 

box kept by the Ziginette dealer? 


7 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 


8 

the ground th3t my answer may tend to incriminate 


9 

me and on further grounds that to answer that 


10 

question would violate my rights under the First, 


11 

Fourth, Fifth. Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 
* 


12 

United States Constitution. 


.3 

1 | 

' Q. Mr. Oliver, you're continuing to refuse- to answer-questions 

14 

here. You're here under a grant of immunity. 


15 

I just want to tell you one more time if you 


16 

continue to refuse and if you do not answer the 


17 

| 

questions I*ve asked you already, the Government 


18 

will ask Judge Curtin to hold you in contempt of 


10 

Court and incarcerate you until you do testify 


20 

• 

or until the Grand Jury expires or at the most 


21 

eighteen months, whichever of those periods is 


22 

shorter. Do you understand that, sir? 

* 

23 

! A. I do. 

1 


fo7 | 
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I 

'Q. You still refu33 to answer? And, you still refuse 
to answer? 

! A. I respectfully decline to answer that question 

or. the grounds that ray answer nay tend to incriminate 
rae and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate ray rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of 

i 

the United States Constitution. 

! Q. Mr. Oliver, have you ever been present at the 

l| 

Connecticut Street Social Club when Nicholas 
Rinaldo or William Sciolino removed the raked 
money from the dealer"s box and thereafter counted, 
retained, or loaned out ouch money? 

A. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that ray answer may tend to incriminate 
rae and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my right under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution. 

Q. Mr. Oliver, have you yourself borrowed money from 
Nicholas Rinaldo or William Sciolino at a six 
for five rate of interest or any other rate of 
Interest? 
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I 

I 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the ground that my answer nay tend to incrininate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 

v 

question would violate ny rights under the First, 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, have you ever seen Nicholas Rinaldo 
or William Sciolino loaning money to any person 
at a six for five rate of interest or at any 
other rate of interest? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendment of the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, have you yourself every personally 
borrowed money from Frank Caimento, also known 
as Frank Poochie, at a six for five rate of 
interest? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
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question would violate ray rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, do you know of any other person who 
ha3 ever borrowed money from Frank Chimanto, also 
known as Frank Poochie, at a six for five rate of 
interest or at any other rate of interest? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that que 3 tio 
would violate ray rights under the First, Fourth, 
Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the United 
States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, x?are you present at the Connecticut 
Street Social Club on or about August 6th of 
1974 when Frank Timineri was beaten by Frank 
Chimento? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the ground that ray answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate ray rights under the First, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 
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' Mr * 01ivar > do y°u have any knowledge, personal 
or otherwise, to the effect that the Ziginette 
game at the Connecticut Street Social club was 
in continuous operation between June and December 
of 1974, T,ith Nicholas Rinaldo, William Sciolino, 
Joseph Buscaglia, Robert Barresi, also known as 
Bobby-the-Tie, Chicky Russo, Lawrence Panaro, 
and Carman Mambrino employed as managers or 
supervisors of the Ziginatte game? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the grounds that my answer may tend to incriminate 
me and on further grounds that to answer that 
question would violate my rights under the First, 
-our,_h. Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 

m 

United States Constitution. 

Mr. Oliver, were you present at Nairy's Social 
Club on August 12th of 1974, at approximately 
three p.ifl., at which time a Ziginette game was 
in progre 3 3 being supervised by Michael Bona, 
who was loaning money to several other players 
in that Ziginette game? 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the ground that my answer may tend to incriminate 


JAf k w. hunt. c. a n 


°* i i* ial i.uruMf lOifiir 


w i hom i r. If 


T 


1 

1 

1 

■ 

15 


1 

■ 

1 

ns and on further grounds that to answer that 

{ 

■ 

question would violate ray rights under the First 

* 


1 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Ninth Amendments to the 


4 

■ 

United States Constitution. 


1 5 

Q. Mr. Oliver, ware 70 U present at Nairy's Social 


1 

Club on August 31st of 1974, at approximately 


7 

one a.a., and did you see Thomas Miceli, also 


■ 8 

known a3 Tommy Miceli, also known as Gaetano 


■ 

Miceli, a] 30 known a .3 Tommy Chooch, loaning money to 


10 

1 

* 

the players in the Ziginefte game there, which 


■ n 1 

money wa3 taken from the dealer '3 box? 


I 

I respectfully decline to answer that question 


■ 13 

on the ground chat my answer may tend to incriminate 


H 

1 1 

raa and on further grounds that to answer that 


[■ 15 ! 

question would violate ny rights under the Firct, 


1 

rourth, li^th, Sixth and Ninth Amendments of the 


17 

United States Constitution. 


1. 18 | 

Q. Mr. Oliver, I don't have any other questions to 


■ 19 

ask you here today, but if you choose, you can 


20 

m 

go outside and talk to Mr. Laraantia and if 


I 21 j 

you choose, you can come back in here and answer 


I 

any or all of the questions I've asked you here 


23 

tnis morning. As I told you before, your refusal 
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to answer hare,based on your refusal to answer 
here, the Government will ask Judge Curtin to 
hold you in contempt and the Judge may do 30 
and remand you in custody of the Marshalls until 
you westify. Would you like to see your Counsel, 
Mr. Lamantia, and perhaps come in hare and 
answer some of these questions? 

Wo, that'3 all right. 

That's all, Mr. Oliver. 

<•* 

***** 
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1 CERTIFICATION 

2 This is to CERTIFY that I, KRISTA K. SMITH, 

3 having attended a session of the Federal Grand Jury, 

4 : as Grand Jury Stenographer, reported the proceedings 

5 contained In the foregoing sixteen pages at the time 

I 

6 and place set forth in the heading in the matter of 

7 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA versus JOHN DOE. That the 

8 transcript is an accurate and complete record 

9 of the proceedings to the best of ray ability. 


KRISTA K. SMITH 
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hi tiii; m;m:ii states dis'itu-T court 
koi tiii. westt.ki district of mj.’.. York 


'\ 


IN THE HATTER OF 
JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA 

a grand jury witness 


AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

COUNTY OF ERIE ) ss.: 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 


JAMES W. GRESENS, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. That I am a Special Attorney employed by the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice and assigned to the Organized Crime Strike Force 
in Buffalo, and U at I am fully familiar with all of the facts 
and circumstances of the above-referenced case. 

2 . Tl. it I am person 1 11y in charge of the investigation 

ol the activities occurring at Nair/’s Social Club and the Connecti¬ 
cut Social Club in Buffalo, New York. 

1. That the aforosaid investigation commenced in the 
Spring of 1974, and has been conducted solely by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

4. That on March 3, 197S, I personally directed Special 
Agent Jack Roerstel of the Buffalo Field Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to make a thorough search of the files of 
that agency to ascertain whether the residence of JOSEl’lI BUSCAGL1A 
had been the subject oT any form of electronic surveillance by the 
Federal Bureau ol Investigation from January 1, 19/4 through and 
including March 3, 19/!.. I also instructed Special Agent Poerstel 
to conduct a thorough search of the records of that, agency to 


gS 



do tern i »v whether .I'i.l.PH i.USCAG'.j.A hod /oca overheard on any 


c Icctii r.ic curve l 1lances conduct ed by the Federal bureau of 
Invent, i gat Lon during the aforen.ent Loned period. 

That. on March 3, 1975, Special Agent. Foorstol 
advise-. mo that he hud checked the racor is of the Federal Bureau 
o 1 Investigation Lor the period coiwnenci no on January .1, 1974 
through and including March 3, 1975, and that the Federal Bureau 
oi- Investigation had not conducted any fom of electronic surveil¬ 
lance at the residence of. JGDKP1I IttiGCAGl, i A, and had not overheard 
aOSEPll BUSCACLIA on a.iy form of electronic surveillance during 
the afore—specif icd i^:od of time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_ _ 

(pWThS U. GRKSKUS 
Department of Justice Attorney 


K 


Sworn to Before Me 
This 7th Day of 
March, 1975. 
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ill T.'.K UNITED I.VAi'K." HrSYP.rCT COUP''’ 

rou v:ik wnjte.vi m;; it.icy or new v.rv. 


ti: Tiir natter or 

LAWRENCE PANARO 
A (.RAND JURY WITNESS 


AFFIDAVIT 


STATE Or NEW YORK ) 

COUNTY OE ERIE ) ss. : 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 

JAMES W. GRESENS, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. That I am a Special Attorney employed by the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice and assigned to the Organized Crime Strike Force 
in Buffalo, and that I am fully familiar with all of the facts 
and circumstances of the above-referenced case. 

. That I am personally in charge oi the investigation 
of the activities occurring at Hairy’s Social Club and the Connecti¬ 
cut Social Club in Buffalo, New York. 

3. That the aforesaid investigation commenced in the 
spring oi 1974, and has been conducted solely by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

4. That on March 4, 1979, I personally directed Special 

Agent William Holmes of the Buffalo Field Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to make a thorough search of the tiles of 
that agency to ascertain whether the residence of LAWRENCE PANARO 
had been lhe subject of any form t.f electronic surveillance by the 
Federal Bureau ol Invest ig.it ion from January 1, 1974 through and 
including March 4, 197'.. I also inst reeled Special Agent Holmes 

to conduct a thorough search of the records of that agency to 
determine whether LAWRENCE PANARO had been overheard on any 
electronic surve i I I anc* *s conduct ed by lit.* Federal Bureau ol 
Investigation during the aforementioned period. 


nr 







That on f. arch -1, T)Vr., Special Apt.: Koines advised 
r.a that h-j had chocked the record ot the Federal bureau of Investi¬ 
gation .or the period convene inn on January 1, 1!) 74 through and 
i ncludin i fiai'-h •., I'J/'i, and liial. the Federal P.ur.iu t«t InvestLyu— 
*' on had not. conducted any torn of electronic sat veil lanco .it the 
residence ot LAWRENCE BAMAKO and had not overheard LAWRENCE PAN'AHO 
on any I orm ot electronic surveillance duriny the- i fore-specrfied 
period ot tine. 

Respectfully submitted, 

b) ■ AJUjy ^- d— - 

W. GRE5EN3" v 

Department of Justice Attorney 

Sworn to Before Me 

This _ day ot 

March, 1175. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF HEW YO.'C< 


IN -DIE MUTER OF 


CASPER KONA 


A GRAND JURY WITNESS 


AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OK NEW YORX ) 

COUNTY OK ERIE ) S3-: 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 


JAMES W. GR2SENS, being duly sworn deposes and says: 

1. That I am a» Special Attorney employed by the Department of 
Justico nnd aoolgnad to the Organized Crime Strike Force in Buffalo, and 
that I am fully familiar with all of the facts and circumstances of the 
above-referenced case. 

2. That I urn personally In charge of the Investigation of the 
act ivitles occurring at h'airy's Social Club nnd the Connecticut Social Club 
in Buffalo, New York. 

3. That the aforesaid investigation commenced in the Spring of 
1974, and has been conducted solely by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

4. That on March 4„ 1975 X personally directed Special Agent 
William Holmes of the Buffalo Field Office of the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion to make a thorough search of the flies of that agency to ascertain 
whether the residence of CASPER BONA had been the. subject of any form of 
electronic surveillance by the Federal Bureau of Investigation from January l, 
1974 through and including March 4, 1975. I also instructed Special Agent 
Holmes to con lu. t a thorough search of the records of that agency to determine 
whether CASPER KONA had been overheard on any electronic surveillances conducted 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation during the aforcmention"d period. 

5. 'flint on March 4, 1975 Special Agent Holmes advised me that he 





V', 


Cj 


<r" 


ti kI checked the record of thu Federal Bureau at Investigation for Che period 
commencing on January 1, 1974 through and including March 4, 1975, and that 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation had not conducted any form of electronic 
surveillance at the residence of GASPS"!. KONA, and hid not overheard GASPER 
BONA on any forn of electronic surveillance during the afore-specifted period 
of time. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Sworn to before me 

this 7th day of March 1975. 


J/vtifiS W. CRESENS 

Department of Justice Attorney 


y- ■ 


£ kcT: 


i t.\ i.-r a. r >\ ) 

i ll.-S, IV-:, . , r-rt 

. V . . 

1 ■ ’■ : Vi/b 




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
I'OK TIIE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


T 


ill THE MATTER OF 
FRANK MAMURINO 
A GRAND JURY WITNESS 


AFFIDAVIT 


STATE Or NEW YORK ) 

COUNTY OF ERIE ) ss.: 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 

JAMES W. GRESENS, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. That I am a Special Attorney employed by the Depart¬ 
ment o£ Justice and assigned to the Organized Crime Strike Force 
in Buffalo, and that I am fully familiar with all of the facts 
and circumstances of the above—referenced case. 

2. That I am personally in charge of the investigation 

of the activities occurring at Nairy's Social Club and the Connecti¬ 
cut Social Club in Buffalo, New York. 

3. That the aforesaid investigation commenced in the 
spring of 1974, and has been conducted solely by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

4. That on March 17, 1975, I personally directed Special 
Agent William Holmes of the Buffalo Field Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to make a thorough search of the files of 
that agency to ascertain whether the residence of FRANK MAMBRINO 
had been the subject of any form of electronic surveillance by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation from January l, 1974 through and 
including March 17, 1975. I also instructed Special Agent Holmes 
to conduct a thorough search of the records of that agency to 
determine whether FRANK MAMHH1N0 had been identified on any 
electronic surveillances conducted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation during the aforementioned period. * 


|2a. 

m 
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5. That on March 17, 1975, Special Agent Holmes advised 
me that he had checked the record of the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation for the period commencing on January 1, 1974 through and 
including March 17, 1975, and that the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion had not conducted any form of electronic surveillance at the 
residence of FRANK MAMBRINO and had not identified FRANK MAMBRINO 
on any form of electronic surveillance during the afore-specified 
period of time. 


Respectfully submitted, 

jaSeswTgresens^ 

Department of Justice Attorney 


Sworn to Before Me 
This / Iti- day of 
March, 1975. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
TOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


IN THE MATTER OF 


ROBERT QUIVER 


A GRAND JURY WITNESS 


AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF HEW YORK ) 

COUNTY OF ERIE ) ss.: 

CITY OF BUFFALO ) 


JAMES W. GRESENS, being duly sworn, deposes and says 


1. That I am a Special Attorney employed by the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice and assigned to the Organized Crime Strike Force 
in Buffalo, and that I am fully familiar with all of the facts 
and circumstances of tho above-roforonced case. 


2. That I am personally in charge of the investigation 
of the activities occurring at Hairy's Social Club and the Connecti 
cut Social Club in Buffalo, New York. 

3. That the aforesaid investigation commenced in the 
spring of 1974, and has been conducted solely by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

4. That on March 17,1975, I personally directed Special 
Agent William Holmes of the Buffalo Field Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to make a thorough search of the files of 
that agency to ascertain whether the residence of ROBERT OLIVER 
had been the subject of any form of electronic surveillance by the 
Federal Bureau of investigation from January 1, 1974 through and 
including March 17,1975. I also instructed Special Agent Holmes 
to conduct a thorough search of the records of that agency to 
determine whether ROBERT OLIVER had been identified on any 
electronic surveillances conducted by the Federal Bureau of 

J nvesitigut Ion during the aforementioned period. 




■i. 'ili.it on March l/,19/5, Spec in 1 Agent Holmes advised 
m.’ that in: had chocked the record oL' tiic Federal Bureau of: Investi¬ 
gation for the period commencing on January 1, 19/4 through and 
including March 17,1975/ and that the Federal lluroau of Investiga¬ 
tion had not conducted any form of electronic uurvei1lance at the 
residence of J'OBU'V OLIVER and had not identified ROBERT OLIVER 
on any form of electronic surveillance during the afore-specified 


period of time. 


Sworn to Before fie 
This ///cl day ol: 
March, 1975. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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, JAMES W. (5RESENS 
Department of Justice A.ttorney 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

*************** 


***** 


IN THE MATTER OF GASPER BONA, 
GRAND JURY WITNESS. 

**************** 


* * * * 


CRIMINAL DOCKET 
MISC. CR. 155 


Proceedings of I_n Camera Conference held 
held in Chambers, Part I, United States Court House, Buffalo, 
New York, before the HON. JOHN T. CURTIN, United States 

■x 

District Judge, on March 4, 1975. 


APPEARANCES: 


RICHARD J. ARCARA, United States Attorney] 
by JAMES W. GRESENS, Attorney, United 
States Department of Justice. 






THE COURT: 


MR. GRESENS: 


THE COURT: 


MR. GRESENS: 


THE COURT: 


2 

We are in chambers and the attorney 
for the Government and the Court are 
present. 

I didn't want to bring this up in 
open court, Mr. Gresens, because then we 
would get into a detailed discussion but 
on the Gettysburg Social Club is there an 
order outstanding i that? 

No, your Honor, there is not and 
there have been no wire taps and I don't 
wish to appear obstinate to defense counsel 
It seems that this is not in the proper 
scope of his discovery as to whether or 
not, - we have not tapped any of the 
places, for that matter. We still have 
other sources of information and I don't 
want to jeopardize them by ruling that 
out and have them say "they have somebody 
inside". I don't think it is the proper 
thing to do. 

You say that as far as the Gettysburg 
Social Club, - and what is the address? 

It is Connecticut and 14th Street. 

I am not sure of the number. 

This is also known as the Connecticut 
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1 

MR. GRESENS i 


Hall, or the Blue Banner Social Club, 


2 

THE COURT: 


Any other names connected with it yoi 


3 



know of? 


1 

MR. GRESENS: 


Not that I know of. 


5 

THE COURT; 


You tell me there is no electronic 


6 



surveillance there? 


7 

MR. GRESENS: 


That is correct, your Honor, 


8 

THE COURT: 


All right, but the reason you don't 


9 



want to make a statement in open court 


10 



about this is that if they know definitely 


11 



that there was no electronic surveillance 


12 



then the witnesses will begin to suspect 


13 



"well, there must be some other means", an 

a 

14 



this might be, - they would be looking at 


15 



each other and then determine who the 


16 



informer is. 


17 

MR. GRESENS: 


Precisely, your Honor. 


18 

THE COURT: 


Very well. I am satisfied with that 


19 



explanation and therefore I think the best 


20 



course to follow is to go down with Bona. 


21 



We will make a record. In these cases as 


22 



I have explained I don't think it is enougl 


23 



just to say "do you intend to take the 


24 



Fifth", and then he says "yes", and you 


25 



come back up and I put him in jail. I don' 

t 





i ; 

_ 


25 




1 

4 

mean you have to spend a half hour with 

1 

him but I think you have to ask a sample 

■ 3 

of questions, "on such and such a day did 

m 4 

you meet with so and so", or "did you meei 

1 

such and such a person", and the place. 

■ 6 

or "do you know about a particular trans¬ 

■ 

7 

action" , maybe getting down to definite 

( 8 

information, I don't want you to reveal 

■ 9 

your ’informant. I don't think that i s 

1 

10 

the purpose and I don't think you have to 

1 

go into that in detail so that your 

■ 12 

informant becomes known but I do believe 

1 

13 

it has to be more to the point, as far as 

1 

I am concerned, than merely the general 

1 15 

question. 

1 

16 

MR. GRESENS: Your Honor would want specific dates 

■ 17 

and times in these questions? 

1 18 

THE COURT: If you can do it without revealing 

19 

any confidential information that would be 

■ 20 

it, but, of course, in all these cases 

1 21 

eventually you are going to have to. 

■ 

22 

MR. GRESENS: Yes, your Honor, the problem being 

• 23 

the confidential source, of the information 

1 24 

is still active and out there. 


THE COURT: 


Thor iust make it in general, but 







MR. GRESENS: 


THE COURT: 


MR. GRESENS: 


you might ask them "do you know anything 
about wagering activities and how it is 
conducted , and as tar as any of these 
people if you suspect they know anything 
about any loan sharking, ask them in a 
general way who handles it and how it is 
done and on the various monies that have 
to be paid back and when they have to be 
paid back, anything like that. 

Yes, sir. 

Why don't we go back in then and we 
will continue with the other witnesses. 

Thank you, your Honor. 


(In Camera conference concluded.) 


******* 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
complete and accurate transcription of my 
shorthand notes herein. 


-— ' ■+ f ---—__________ 

E.F. KNISLEY, Official Reporter, USDC,WDNY 
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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

|) 

JOSEPH BUSCAGLIA, A Grand Jury Witness, Docket No. 75-1079 AFFIDAVIT 
LAWRENCE PANARO, A Grand Jury Witness, Docket No. 75-1105 OF 

GASPER BONA, A Grand Jury Witness, Docket No. T-4526 SERVICE 

FRANK MAMBRINO, A Grand Jury Witness, Docket No. 75-1120 
ROBERT OLIVER, A Grand Jury Witness, Docket No. 75-1111 


i 

PHILIP B. ABRAMOWITZ, being duly sworn, deposes and says that 
I am eighteen (18) years of age and that on March 31, 1975, I did mail 
two copies of the brief and appendix in the above referenced case to 


JAMES GRESENS, Attorney, Department of Justice, Genesee Building, Buffalo, 


New York 14202 


Sworn to before 
me this 31st day 
of March, 1975. 
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b 


/ 


r 

/ 



































